
Translated from Spanish 
 
Open your heart... 
We ask ourselves why the Lord has brought us here... 
What signs is he giving us?... 
 
     To reflect on the word of God in the situation of war that we perceive and the peace that we 
long for, we have understood that God is a God of peace; Jesus Christ is a Lord of peace; Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of peace; the kingdom of God  is a kingdom of peace; the Lord's gospel us the 
good news of peace; God's sons and daughters are makers of peace. 
God wants peace, an integral peace that spans across the individual, family, community, nation, 
world, and creation. Peace is constructed on par with social justice. We must break the chains of 
injustice and untie the knots that tighten the yoke, we must set the oppressed free, and, finally, 
end all tyranny. A peace in which you share your bread with the hungry. You receive the 
homeless into your house. When you see the naked, you cloth them. And you never stop helping 
your fellow human. 
    The result in the world is that your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your wounds shall 
quickly heal. 
     Peace is found when love and obedience towards God is expressed in terms of love and 
solidarity with the poor, the weak, and the destitute of society. 
     Peace is constructed over a foundation of truth. Peace cannot be found based in cover-ups and 
lies. And the truth about the errors that humanity has suffered- the authors of these errors are to 
be identified and confronted in front of the victims of their actions. 
     But the truth is not enough.  Also necessary is grace. If we need to know the truth, it is not to 
exercise vengeance, but rather precisely to be able to have repentance, forgiveness, and health. 
     We need to break the terrible cycle of violence against violence. We cannot continue 
violating, stomping our seeds, the mana that has been given to us- our food sovereignty. But this 
change is not made by burying the truth, but in knowing the truth, in rising to the truth, and in 
forgiveness.  
     We know that forgiveness isn't cheap. 
      It costs so much. 
      Peace has its cost. 
      For God, it cost the life of God's son. 
      For the victims it will cost breaking the cycle of violence with mercy 
      For the nations it will cost material reparations, and especially moral reparations for those 
who have suffered so much loss in this war.  
      For the violator it will cost the recognition of their crimes, and in certain cases restitution.  
      Reconciliation demands justice. 
      Justice reminds repentance. 
      Repentance demands restitution. 
      Restitution demands mercy. 
 
I invite you... 
Wake up, Wake up, Deborah! 
Wake up, Wake up, and sing your song! 
 



Irma Rodriguez-Leon 
  
Translated from French  
 
Oh Lord! One more test? Don’t you see, I am a widow with a child in charge? Don’t you see that 
I am a poor woman, left alone without support? Don’t you see that all I have to eat for food is 
just this small bit of flour and oil, which is not sufficient for me and my child. I am thinking, “if 
we finish and eat this, what will we do after?” But you, my God, have seen the situation of your 
servant. You send me your servant, Elijah, that I might be fed.  
  
Yes, you have made woman the mother of life. This is a great responsibility. Even if she doesn’t 
have the possibility to nourish herself, she must do a miracle to feed those who come to or 
depend on her. It is always a test to give, but giving when you have nothing is greater still. A 
number of women want to give, but they didn’t have the means to do it.  
  
For those who are widowed or poor like me, give us the strength to be the protectors of life—to 
be the one who brings joy to the hearts without joy; to bring laughter on the lips that cannot 
smile; the peace where there is injustice and other sorrows. You are a just God who loves all 
your children—you will do it.  
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