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Introduction 
 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy... 

Acts 2:17 

 

Each generation has its scribes—those who write history and give voice to vision. The 

individuals who have contributed to this compilation of meditations are scribes of our 

time. In offering their interpretations of our world, each author commits to the 

historical record what they have seen and heard and what they believe.  

 

But the authors are not only scribes. They also bear prophetic witness to a world in 

which the claim of universal human rights has not been actualized. The stories in this 

collection speak truth to power. While the promise of abundant life for all remains 

unfulfilled, these meditations are a persistent call to determined and faithful action.  

 

This collection of meditations includes two parts: 

 

Part I introduces reflections, prayers and items for action written for each of the 

twelve areas of concern of the Beijing Platform for Action adopted by the United 

Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995. The order of reflections follows 

the areas of concern as they appear on the next page. 

 

Part II of this collection presents meditations on four institutional barriers to women’s 

advancement as identified by Ecumenical Women in their statement to the 54th 

Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. 

 

I encourage you to spend time in reflection and worship guided by the meditations 

here. Listen. Can you hear them? Your daughters prophesy! 

 

With blessings for the journey, 

 

 

 

Jessica L. Hawkinson 

Co-chair, Ecumenical Women 

Associate for International Affairs and Education 

Presbyterian United Nations Office 

 

Special Note 
The views expressed in this guide may not necessarily reflect the official policies or 

views of the participating member organizations of Ecumenical Women.  



1. The persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women  

 

2. Inequalities and inadequacies in and unequal access to 

education and training 

 

3. Inequalities and inadequacies in and unequal access to 

health care and related services 

 

4. Violence against women 

 

5. The effects of armed or other kinds of conflict on women, 

including those living under foreign occupation 

 

6. Inequality in economic structures and policies, in all forms of 

productive activities and in access to resources 

 

7. Inequality between men and women in the sharing of power 

and decision making at all levels 

 

8. Insufficient mechanisms (institutional barriers) at all levels 

to promote the advancement of women 

 

9. Lack of respect for and inadequate promotion and  

protection of the human rights of women 

 

10. Stereotyping of women and inequality in women's access 

to and participation in all communication systems, especially 

in the media 

 

11. Gender inequalities in the management of natural  

resources and in the safeguarding of the environment 

 

12. Persistent discrimination against and violation of the rights 

of the girl child 

12 Areas of Concern from the  
Beijing Platform for Action 
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Rainbow over Beirut, from the hills to the road to Bekka valley, Lebanon. Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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Reflection 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, has been a 

favored face by artists throughout 

Christian history. However, no artist was 

able to excel in painting Mary the way 

Luke was able to do. The Lucan story of 

Mary is unique and singular. This is a 

woman of radical faith. “Be it done unto 

me according to your word” (Luke 1:38) 

was her response to the strangest news 

ever told.  

 

From the first glimpse we have of Mary, 

she is presented as one who knew how to 

say “yes” to partnership with God. In the 

New Testament, Mary for sure is the first 

believer, of all men and women. And in 

the angel’s message to her, she received 

her call to discipleship.  

 

Mary was known by God as one who 

would surrender and open her heart to 

the great honor bestowed on her. 

Indeed, Mary’s faith, obedience and 

courage are exemplary for us even today. 

Mary was never ignorant of her identity: 

young, poor, of simple status. Yet she 

was one with faith. When she learned 

that the impossible was quite possible 

with God, Mary set out and hurried away 

to a town in the upland of Judah. She 

greeted Elizabeth, her kinswoman. 

When Elizabeth greeted her and called 

her blessed, Mary burst out singing her 

eternal song. (Luke 1: 46-55) 

 

At this time, Mary is in a pondering state, 

describing an inner experience in a 

moment that will last forever. She now 

more than ever can see the reversal of 

Obedient, Faithful and Honored 
A meditation on Mary’s song and finding power in our own image 

About the Author 
Mary Mikhael is President of the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon. 
 
Scripture 
Luke 1: 46-55 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked 

with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 

blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy 

is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 

things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 

of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever. 
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fortunes. The social system she has lived 

in is not God’s standard. God is 

beginning to reverse and correct what 

was not right in the society. The lowly 

and the marginalized are to change their 

status because God is doing something 

new that should become the norm. 

 

In the new age when the virgin will bear a 

Son, God comes in to lift up the lowly, to 

restore the dignity and worth to the 

marginalized. The patriarchal social 

structures that divided society into 

strong and weak, important and 

insignificant, powerful and powerless, 

ruling and controlled, majors and minors, 

authoritative and subservient, rich and 

poor, was not the mind of God. 

 

The mind of God for the new age is that 

even the poor and the lowly, women like 

Mary, can become agents of God. The 

weak are empowered, the humble are 

uplifted, the marginalized are restored. 

The poor are blessed, the hungry will be 

satisfied. And yes the mighty and the 

powerful and the rich, who oppressed 

others and have gained their authority 

on the accounts of others, will be 

overthrown. All earthly structures based 

on domination will be turned upside 

down. 

 

Mary’s song draws lines for the new 

structure of society that is marked by 

faith in a self-giving God. The one who 

made humanity equal and precious in his 

eyes. Mary was able to see that the new 

age to be initiated by her Son was one of 

liberation, of restoration, of reversal of 

all that our human society has imposed 

on women. 

 

Yes, a virgin young woman from the 

narrow streets of Nazareth can be used 

by God to participate in the salvation of 

history.  

 

Mary is an example of how each woman 

can and must be. Every woman must 

take an active role to perform the 

important even when it seems  

impossible. Indeed we should describe 

the situation as it is – prophetically speak 

against what is unjust, oppressive, and 

arrogant. 

 

Jesus, the son of Mary, acted against 

economic poverty by feeding the hungry 

and against political oppression by 

rebuking the powerful and standing by 

the powerless. 

 

Faith, obedience, humility, courage, and 

openness to the grace of God were 

characteristics of Mary, the first disciple. 

 

Mary’s face is drawn in every woman’s 

face, and in every woman’s face is the 

face of Mary. None of us must forget 

that in Jesus, all oppressive structures 

must be reversed. 
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Toward a New Creation in Christ 
 

Reprinted from Affirmation IV of the Final Document from the World Convocation on Justice, Peace and 

the Integrity of Creation, Seoul, Korea, 1990 

 
Contributed by  
Mia Adjali, World Vice President for the Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women. 

 

We affirm that male and female are created in the image of God 
 

In God’s image God created male and female (Genesis 1:27). This creation in God’s im-

age is the basis for a dynamic relationship between women and men for the transfor-

mation of society. Christ affirmed the personhood of women and empowered them to 

a life of dignity and fullness. Women with men, as “new creation in Christ” (2 Corin-

thians 5:17) must work towards a world where all forms discrimination are eliminated. 

Therefore, as we remember the covenant of God: 

 

We affirm the creative power given to women to stand for life wherever there is 

death. In Jesus’ community women found acceptance and dignity, and with them he 

shared the imperative to carry the good news. 

 

We will resist structures of patriarchy which perpetuate violence against women in 

their homes and in a society which has exploited 

their labor and sexuality. Within this we pay spe-

cial attention to the most vulnerable women—

those who are poor, black, Dalits, members of in-

digenous communities, refugees, migrant work-

ers, and women of other oppressed groups.  

 

We will resist all structures of dominance which 

exclude the theological and spiritual contributions 

of women and deny their participation in decision

-making processes in church and society. 

Therefore, encouraged by the persistence of 

women in their struggles for life, all over the 

world, we commit ourselves to seek ways of  

realizing a new community of women and men. 
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Who Will Roll Away the Stone for Us? 
A meditation on the persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women 

 
About the author 
Elmira Sellu is Regional Missionary for the Women’s Division of the United Methodist 

Church. She writes from Freetown, Sierra Leone.  
 

Scripture  
Mark 16: 1-6 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to 

one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 

on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.’ 
 
Reflection 
Every year, Christians celebrate Easter—the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. It is one of the most important events in the Christian calendar. 

 

 On that Easter day, thousands of years ago, Mary Magdalene and other women went 

to the tomb very early in the morning. They asked a question which is very relevant to 

us today. The question was, “Who will roll away the stone for us?” The stone of mass 

poverty affects the lives of many women worldwide.  

 

Who will roll away the great big stone of mass poverty in developing countries in 

Africa, Asia and Latin America? The majority of the world’s women live in abject 

poverty. They cannot afford a decent meal a day. They live in run-down and dilapi-

dated structures they call home. They do not have access to health care facilities. They 

cannot afford to send their children to school. This great big stone of mass poverty 

hinders their progress. 

 

The majority of women worldwide ask the same question that Mary Magdalene and 

others asked thousands of years ago—“Who will roll away the stone for us?” Who will 

roll away the stone of mass poverty for us? Let us go to the story in St. Mark’s gospel. 

Mark 16:4 says “When they looked up, the stone had already been rolled back.” 

Hallelujah!! The stone was rolled back. When they went into the tomb, they saw a 
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young man sitting on the right hand side and he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you 

are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 

here.” Indeed Christ rose from the dead. Even the grave cannot hold Him. The same 

voice is speaking to us today. God is the God of the impossible.  

 

The risen Christ is alive and will enable and strengthen us to work so the stone of 

poverty will be rolled away. God can use us to educate the masses about how to 

eradicate poverty. God can use us to create the various interventions of overcoming 

mass poverty. Women can be involved in income generating activities. Women can be 

involved in sustaining the environment and also in sustainable development. This is 

the kind of development that caters for our children, our grandchildren and our great- 

grandchildren.  

 

Jesus said, “Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Only believe 

and trust in him. Jeremiah 23:29 tells us that God’s word is like a hammer that breaks 

the rocks into pieces. Even the rock of poverty can be broken into pieces. Let’s 

continue in fervent prayer. God in heaven answers prayers. God can roll away this 

great big stone for us. 

 

God can use you and me to roll away the stones that are blocking the development of 

our sisters worldwide.  

Prayer 
Gracious God, we come before you with 

praise and thanksgiving. We know that 

you are a God who is able. We come 

before you with heavy hearts and heavy 

stones. The great big stone of poverty is 

weighing us down. We cry unto you to 

help us eradicate the poverty in our 

midst. Give us knowledge, wisdom and 

understanding to be able to live the life 

that Jesus promised us. Help women to 

be able to have decent housing. Provide 

food and clothing for your children. 

Show us the way Lord, make our burden 

light and roll away the stone of poverty 

for us. These and other unmentioned 

mercies we ask of thee. Amen 
 

Item for Action  
Pray and work collectively to ensure that 

girls and women have access to and can 

participate in education, vocational 

training, economic activities and 

development programs. 
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Giving Out of Our Poverty 
A meditation on the persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women 

 
About the author 
Victoria Edmonds is the Representative to the United Nations for the Salvation Army. 

She lives in New York, USA. 
 
Scripture 
Luke 21:1-4 

Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a 

poor widow put in two small copper coins. He said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 

put in more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but 

she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.’ 

 
Reflection  
The lesson of the widow’s mite is a story of faith. A destitute widow has only a few 

mites to her name, and she gave selflessly as her donation to the Temple. Jesus com-

mented that her modest gift was worth more than the other contributions of the 

wealthy, for her mites represented all that she had. This woman demonstrated true 

Christian faith in God. The woman may not have known where her next meal would 

have come from, but she did know that God would provide. We see women today who 

live in poverty not always knowing where their next meals will come from or how they 

will pay their bills, but they give back to the Lord even out of their poverty.  

 

Jesus mentioned that this woman gave everything she had to her name while others 

gave little of their wealth. Knowing that God will provide she was faithful in giving 

what she felt she owed to the Lord. Many women today know what it is to live in 

poverty but they also know the Lord can and will provide in their time of need. The 

woman gave her mites but women today give so much of themselves to provide for 

their family. We are reminded that God sees the heart and knows the intentions of the 

heart and so when we give out of grateful heart our gifts are honored.  

 

Many women are poor in the eyes of society, but in the eyes of the Lord they are rich. 

Giving of themselves with a thankful heart of gratitude making the best of sometimes 

terrible conditions, but because of their faith they continually give unto the Lord 

knowing that God will provide in their time of need. Out of their poverty they become 

rich. 
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Prayer 
Lord Jesus we thank you for your gra-

cious gift of life. We thank you for what 

you have provided for us. Help us to give 

back to you what you have allowed us to 

have and enjoy. Help us to give of our-

selves so that other can be blessed. 

Amen 
 

Item for Action 
Give of yourself in time, money or in 

volunteering. Give back to others 

whether it be by teaching or empowering 

others to grow or to move beyond where 

they are now. Be a source of encourage-

ment to others. Help break the poverty 

cycle. 
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Discrimination in Education 
A meditation on inequalities and inadequacies in and  

unequal access to education and training 

 

Reflection reprinted from When We Are All Strong Together: Understanding Gender 

Discrimination, Building Gender Justice by Jennifer Butler and Melissa Gillis, published 

by the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 1997, USA. 

 

Each morning in a rural village in China, approximately 100 students set off on foot for 

the 40-minute walk to school. (1) There are only four girls among them. The remaining 

village girls — about 100 of them — stay at home to tend the water buffaloes and feed 

their families’ pigs and cows. Their families cannot afford to lose the precious labor 

these girls perform. 

 

In China, where boys are often valued more than girls, this is not an uncommon scene. 

Seventy percent of illiterates ages 15 to 19 in this country are females. But it is not only 

in China that the problem exists. Illiteracy continues to be a legacy that millions of 

women worldwide pass on to their daughters. Although girls increasingly have access 

to education in many parts of the world, still they constitute 70 percent of the 100 mil-

lion children between the ages of six and 11 who are not attending school. (2) This 

education deficit has serious consequences not only for the girls themselves, but also 

for their children. Among children under five years of age, of those born to literate 

mothers, 74 of 1,000 children die, but of those born to illiterate mothers, 108 of 1,000 

children die. (3)  

 

Even for those girls who 

are in school, often they 

receive less attention from 

teachers, read gender– and 

race-biased textbooks and 

are excluded from male-

dominated fields. Two out 

of three high school girls in 

the U.S. report being sexu-

ally harassed in school. (4) 

As a result of these factors, 

girls in classrooms in the 

U.S. participate in  



15 

 

discussions at only one-eighth the rate that boys do, and researchers have found links 

between this silence and the depression and suicidal feelings that affects girls three to 

four times more often than boys during adolescence. (5) Girls in the U.S. continue to 

be a minority in all advanced math and science courses, and are outnumbered two to 

one in computer classes. Despite the fact that in their early school years they do as 

well as or better than boys in math, girls in high school score an average of 50 points 

lower than boys on the math portion of the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), one tool 

used to determine college admittance. (6) 

 

Much work lies ahead if discrimination and violence against girls are to be ended. Leg-

islation must be crafted and implemented. Educational programs must be put into 

place. Families must realize that females have rights and potential equal to those of 

males. Nations must understand that they cannot develop to their fullest unless girls 

are educated and included. The international community must realize that without the 

full contribution of all of the world’s people — men and women— we cannot overcome 

the problems that plague us today. Perhaps the greatest challenge of all will be to 

value girls. Should that be the greatest challenge? 

 
(1) Patrick Tyler. “For China’s Girls, Rural Schools Fail.” New York Times. 31 December 1995. 12. 

(2) To Be Born Female. New York: UNICEF, 1994. Unpaginated. 

(3) Ibid. 

(4) Hostile hallways: The AAUW survey on sexual harassment in America’s schools. Washington, DC: American 

Association of University Women, Educational Foundation, 1993. 

(5) Joannie M. Schrof. “The gender machine.” US News & World Report. 2 August 1993. 43. 

(6) Ibid. 

A Prayer of Empowerment 
 

Empower me 

to be a bold participant, 

rather than a timid saint in waiting, 

in the difficult ordinariness of now; 

to exercise the authority of honesty, 

rather than to defer to power, 

or deceive to get it; 

to influence someone for justice, 

rather than impress anyone for gain; 

and, by grace, to find treasures 

of joy, of friendship, of peace 

hidden in the fields of the daily you 

give me to plow. 

 

 Ted Loder 

 Wrestling the Light 

A volunteer teacher helps children with their studies at a child-friendly space in 

the Kiliveddy Transit Centre for IDP families in Mutter Division, Trincomolee 

District, Sri Lanka. Photo: Brennon Jones/IRIN 
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Life for All, Health for All 
A meditation on inequalities and inadequacies in and  
unequal access to health care and related services 

 
About the author 
Maria Morena O. Galvelo is a young woman working with the YWCA in the Philippines. 
 
Scripture 
Matthew 25: 34-41 

Then the king will say to those at 

his right hand, “Come, you that 

are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; 

for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and 

you gave me clothing, I was sick 

and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.” Then 

the righteous will answer him, 

“Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something 

to drink? And when was it that 

we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and 

gave you clothing? And when 

was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?” And the 

king will answer them, “Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one 

of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it 

to me.” 
 

A young girl smiles to the camera at the Notre Dame Dulawan (NDD) 

evacuation centre in Data Piang, Mindanao, Philippines.  

Photo: David Swanson/IRIN 
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Reflection 
When I had my first professional job as a Medical Technologist, I chose to work in a 

rural province in the south of the Philippines. The rural population was a show of 

extremes, with the richest of the rich and the poorest of the poor in the country. The 

secondary hospital that I worked in claimed to be a foundation which was operated by 

one doctor who was also the owner.  

I was happily serving in the hospital until I saw the reality. The doctor only received 

people with money. Even in emergency situations, people were rejected because they 

had no money to show.  

The medicines in the pharmacy had prices that were marked up too high. Not even 

Paracetamol, a common pain reliever, was affordable.  

I witnessed a poor child who died from mild poisoning at the entrance of the hospital 

because he was not given immediate treatment. That moment taught me so much 

about life and inequalities in health care. What if the child was the son of the doctor, 

would the child be rejected? What if the doctor knew that the child was God, would he 

treat the child? Could the doctor not see the image of God in the child? It is a sad 

reality that there are people who equate the right to life and the dignity of a person 

with the money that he or she has. Life is from God. What right do humans have to 

decide who should deserve to live and enjoy a healthy life?  

It is time to get out of the darkness that allows people to die everyday from lack of 

affordable and quality health care. It is not the will of God for humanity to suffer. In the 

end, we are measured by faith and the goodness that we have done to others.  

 
Prayer 
Lord God, we thank you for blessing us with the gift of life and dignity. Forgive us for 

our complacency to healthcare inequalities. Help us to put our faith into action so that 

it brings healing to the world. We pray for those suffering from any illness of body and 

mind. Your word is medicine to the flesh. Touch them with your healing Spirit. Grant 

that quality and affordable healthcare to everyone be a reality. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
Act justly, be an agent of hope and renewal in a system of health care inequalities. 

Care for those who suffer and the most vulnerable and make faith a stronger force 

than fear or death. 
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Determined Action towards Definite Result 
A meditation on Inequalities and inadequacies in and  
unequal access to health care and related services 

 
About the author 

Shanthi Mathai is currently a General Committee Member of the Asian Church 

Women’s Conference. She works extensively with women, children and faith commu-

nities in her native India. 

 
Scripture 

Luke 8:40-56  

Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years; and 

though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her. She came up 

behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage 

stopped. Then Jesus asked, ‘Who touched me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, 

the crowds surround you and press in on you.’ But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me; for I 

noticed that power had gone out from me.’ When the woman saw that she could not 

remain hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the 

presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately 

healed. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.’ 

 
Reflection 

The Problem: The passage tells the story of a woman who had been suffering from 

hemorrhages for 12 years who is healed by touching the hem of the clothes of Jesus. It 

was a humiliating disease, because of the ceremonial uncleanness and pollution con-

cept attached to it through the religious teachings and practices of the time (Lev. 15: 

19 – 33). The health problem affected her entire personhood with its impact on her 

physical and mental health as well as her religious and social life.  

 

The Woman’s Significant Action: Her healing was the result of her initiative to break the 

barriers of religious and cultural taboos. She explored the possibilities and worked out 

a significant action in the midst of discouragements in the name of sex and gender and 

prejudices towards the reproductive health issues of women. 

 

Reclaiming Dignity of Life: Jesus responded to the situation in a challenging way by 

bringing the woman and her health issues to the center of attention. He appreciated 

and affirmed her faith and action. He equipped and empowered the woman to speak 

out her case. She was no more a person hiding herself in the crowd. She was healed 

and her dignity and worth was reclaimed.  
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Current Health Scenario: This woman represents the many women in the world today 

who are denied their rights to healthcare and access to related services. A number of 

women carry on in life with reproductive and maternal health issues. The World Health 

Organization estimates that approximately 2 million women have untreated obstetric 

fistula and that approximately 100,000 women develop fistula each year, mostly in 

Asia and Africa.* Fistula and many other diseases that affect women are both prevent-

able and treatable. The barriers to overcome include poverty, lack of information, 

religious and cultural taboos, lack of importance towards the health issues of women, 

unequal access to healthcare services and the like. This is the mission for which gov-

ernments, churches, communities, faith based organizations, non-governmental 

organizations are called for.  
 

*Obstetric fistula is a severe medical condition in which a fistula (hole) develops between either 

the rectum or bladder and the vagina, typically as a result of prolonged childbirth or violent rape, 

which leaves a woman incontinent and shunned by her community. Surgery to repair a fistula 

exists, and costs between $300-400 (US). 

Women sit together outside the Heal Africa Transit Center for women  

victims of sexual violence. Photo:  Aubrey Graham/IRIN 

Prayer 
O God, the creator of womanhood, as 

women living in different contexts help us 

to overcome everything that affects the 

health and dignity of our lives. Amen 

 
 

Item for Action 

Advocate for and help fund Fistula Hospi-

tals in Asian and African countries. Visit 

www.fistulastories.org/action for more 

information. Call on all United Nations 

member states to ratify and implement 

the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW). 
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Time to Talk about Rape 
A meditation on violence against women 

 

About the author 
Simon Khayala is a youth pastor at the African Church of the Holy Spirit in Kenya. 
 
Samuel 13:7-14 
Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, ‘Go to your brother Amnon’s house, and prepare 

food for him.’ So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house, where he was lying down. 

She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes. Then she took 

the pan and set them out before him, but he refused to eat. Amnon said, ‘Send out 

everyone from me.’ So everyone went out from him. Then Amnon said to Tamar, ‘Bring 

the food into the chamber, so that I may eat from your hand.’ So Tamar took the cakes 

she had made, and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. But when she 

brought them near him to eat, he took hold of her, and said to her, ‘Come, lie with me, my 

sister.’ She answered him, ‘No, my brother, do not force me; for such a thing is not done 

in Israel; do not do anything so vile! As for me, where could I carry my shame? And as for 

you, you would be as one of the scoundrels in Israel. Now therefore, I beg you, speak to 

the king; for he will not withhold me from you.’ But he would not listen to her; and being 

stronger than she was, he forced her and lay with her.  
 
Reflection 
Violence is a common issue. Nations and communities are all seeking ways by which to 

curb it. There are however forms of violence in which women are the major target. The 

term “violence against women” means any act of gender based violence that results in 

or is likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women.  

 

The global statistics on sexual assaults against women are shocking. At least one in 

every five women has experienced rape or attempted rape during her lifetime. The 

United Nations Population Fund reports that the incidence of rape and other forms of 

sexual violence is increasing worldwide. Rachael Waitherero is a victim of rape. She 

was able to share her experience as follows:  

 

 It started when I was eleven years old. I trusted my cousin like my own 

brother so much that when he called me into his bedroom, I did so inno-

cently without a trace of suspicion. I never noticed when he locked the door 

from inside. Before I could properly comprehend, he had behaved like a 

beast and raped me. He threatened to kill me if I ever told anyone about it. 

This was just the beginning of my sex slavery for the next four years. One 

day I decided enough was enough, no more living under the shadow of fear. 
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I could read the signs before he attacked me. I tricked him to go into the 

kitchen and as he fumbled with his trouser’s buttons, I swung the sufuria 

(boiling pot) from the fire point and poured its boiling contents on his body. 

He writhed in pain and just like he had threatened me before, I told him 

never to tell anyone that I did it lest I give the reasons for revenge. 

 

Tamar’s story is so similar to Rachael’s story. Violence against women was and is still 

with us, but we are beginning to hear the stories of their resistance. Rachael in her own 

way was forced to protect herself from her cousin.  

 

Rape is one of the most heinous crimes imaginable. Yet few people know that the 

Bible often condones rape. Our priests and pastors, however, do not want to tell us 

about this. As a youth pastor it was hard for me to counsel Rachael, who often asked 

me: “What kind of God approves murder, rape and slavery? How can anyone see these 

texts as anything but evil? 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, keep hold of me with your tender mind so that I may not run away from 

myself, and realize that no deceit is needed to keep me going. Help me understand 

that I am known and acceptable by you, let no one take that away from me. Amen 

 
Item for Action 
Governments should punish all those who engage in acts of violence against women. 

All victims of rape should be well cared for by the government, in all aspects of life in 

order to recover from their traumatic experiences. 

 

Human rights organizations should strengthen efforts to campaign against rape. 

 

Church leaders should read all texts in the Bible, and challenge those that undermine 

women’s dignity. We should all work together (men and women) to fight rape. 
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Jesus wept! 
A meditation on the effects of armed or other kinds of conflict on women,  

including those living under foreign occupation 
 
About the author 
Lucy Janjigian is an artist and member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). She was born 

in Jerusalem and now resides in New Jersey, USA. 
 
Scripture 
Luke 19:41 

As Jesus came near and saw Jerusalem, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had 

only recognized on this day the things that make for peace!’ 
 
Reflection 
For over two thousand years, Palestine has been the destination of Christian pilgrim-

ages. Now only 1% of its population is Christian.  

 

Born in Jerusalem, I attended an English Anglican School with girls who were Arab 

(Muslim and Christian), Jewish and of many other nationalities. Our home was in an 

international quarter where Abyssinian, Arab, Armenian, Assyrian, English, Jewish, 

Polish and Russian families lived peacefully in close proximity. 

 

Around 1946, militant Zionists began attacking British soldiers and policemen. July 22, 

1946 was Palestine’s September 11th. Irgun militants blew up the King David Hotel that 

housed the British Mandate Government, killing 92 Arab, Armenian, British, Greek and 

Jewish personnel, including my aunt’s sister and a Greek girl who was a recent gradu-

ate from my school. 

 

On November 29, 1947, the United Nations announced the Palestine Partition. Our 

house landed in “no man’s land” with bullets flying through the windows between Ar-

abs and Jews. One night the four-storied Mandelbaum Building that was behind our 

house was blown up by the Israeli soldiers. Our windowpanes crashed, dogs barked, 

pictures and dishes crashed to the tiled floor. It shook us, terrified, out of our beds. 

 

The next morning we were uprooted. At the advice of Bishop Stewart, we abandoned 

our home and moved to St. George’s School across the street. A temporary ceasefire 

was agreed upon (since my father was the school principal and had students from both 

sides) so we could safely walk to the school carrying a few personal belongings. The 

street we crossed became the boundary between Israel and Jordan. Jerusalem was a 
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divided city. Travel between Jerusalem Jordan and Jerusalem Israel had to be through 

Mandelbaum Gate. Mandelbaum Gate, monitored by UN personnel, was in front of 

our home that has since been demolished. That gate was dismantled after the 1967 

war. 

 

June 11th 1948 – The first ceasefire was signed by the United Nations’ Count Bernad-

otte, Abdullah Beg Tel, and Moshe Dayan, in our living room at St. George’s School. 

During this ceasefire, both sides re-armed. We escaped to the Anglican Girls’ Mission 

School in Amman, Jordan, where other refugees had found shelter and shared their 

room with extended family. 

 

Upon our return to Jerusalem I worked with the UN Relief and Works Agency for Pal-

estine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) among Palestinian refugees in tented 

camps – that was an eye opener and heartbreak for me. The refugees have multiplied 

to the millions in the past 60 years. They have not been allowed to return and have not 

been compensated. 

 

Israeli government officials stand by as 

Palestinians are evicted and homes and 

cisterns demolished. Palestinian land is 

taken and orchards cut down—stripping 

Palestinians of their livelihood. Palestini-

ans are deprived of their human rights, 

and are humiliated on a daily basis. 

 
Prayer 
I pray for hearts of stone to melt into 

hearts of flesh, for peace to reign with 

justice, resulting in a two state solution, 

reinstating the 1967 borders with Jerusa-

lem as an International City. I weep with 

Christ over the plight of the oppressor, 

the oppressed and for the Holy City. 

May peace reign. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
Pray and advocate for a just and  

durable peace throughout the Holy 

Land. Learn more about the history and 

present conditions of Palestinians and 

Israelis. 

A Palestinian girl attending a UNRWA school side-steps 

the rubble of a damaged home. Photo: Shabtai Gold/IRIN 
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Clothing the World with Love 
A meditation on inequality in economic structures and policies 

 

About the author 
The Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley is the Past Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 

Aotearoa New Zealand and is Pastor at St. David’s Presbyterian Church, Palmerston 

North, New Zealand.  
 
Scripture 
Acts 9:39-42 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. 

She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. 

When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near 

Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the re-

quest, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when 

he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping 

and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 

Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body 

and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He 

gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her 

to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
 
Reflection 
This woman, Tabitha was called a disciple. Her life was marked by constant good 

deeds and acts of compassion, especially towards the widows, those without male 

support and at the bottom of the heap in Jewish society. She fulfils Jesus’ prophetic 

words: “Come you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom that was prepared 

for you, for...I was naked and you gave me clothing...  

 

We cannot know what happened that day when Peter spoke to Tabitha with the words 

Jesus used to the young daughter of the centurion—“talitha cumi “ —‘Little girl, get 

up!’ We know Peter prayed for her, and God’s power was with him. They say many 

came to faith in Jesus after that time because of the miracle that Peter wrought in his 

name. But, maybe another miracle happened—one Tabitha wrought in the widows 

she worked with! She gave them new clothes, new life, new strength, new hope, and 

brought them to faith in the power of Jesus.  

 

In our town, refugee women from Asia and Africa have a hard time adjusting to life in 

affluent New Zealand culture. They find it difficult to make ends meet financially, to 
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deal with the grief from loss of family and of identity, to overcome barriers of preju-

dice and make new relationships and to learn conversational English. 

 

Our small church runs a group called the “Meeting Point” where a diverse group of 

ages and cultures meets weekly to share and help each other in sewing. Some of the 

women that come to the group are very skilled seamstresses and they share their 

skills. We have acquired sewing machines and a pool of fabrics and sewing notions. 

Some women come to use the resources and tools to make clothes for themselves and 

their children. Others come to learn new skills or to find a safe place to practice their 

English, build relationships and learn about the Kiwi way of life. We offer hospitality 

that is respectful and friendly and opportunities to refresh old skills or build a new skill 

base. The women offer us models of resilience and inner strength, and spirituality and 

dignity that come from the experience of living as refugees. 

 

We recognize that internationally women comprise about 85% of the work force in 

textile, electronics and garment industries. A woman is a key bargaining chip govern-

ments use to attract corporations to their countries. She is variously described as 

“cheap,” “docile,” “nimble-fingered,” and “well-fit by nature for monotonous work.” 

However, it is not the woman’s good disposition or physical dexterity that made her an 

ideal worker. Her strengths are used as an excuse to justify her abuse. 

 

We try to reverse this kind of gender abuse by empowering these courageous refugee 

women with needles and thread rather than finished garments, and by recognizing 

that adjustment to a new life of independence and self sufficiency in a foreign country 

is better achieved by supportive opportunities for training rather than disempowering 

charity. 
 
Prayer 
God who clothed the lilies of the fields, we thank you for encircling us with your love 

and clothing us with your peace and hope. As we create, we are recreated by your 

love; as we patch up what is torn, we are strengthened and made whole. We thank you 

for sisters who have clothed the needy. We thank you for the women who have taught 

us to sew and to love one another. May we continue to celebrate and imitate their 

good deeds. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
Look at the tags on your clothes. Where were they made? Who made them? How do 

we benefit the workers and how do we make their plight worse? Who benefits? Who is 

being exploited? Visit www.sweatfree.org to learn more about how you can take ac-

tion and shop responsibly. 
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Dignity Through Participation and Decision-Making 
A meditation on inequality between men and women  
in the sharing of power and decision making at all levels 

 
About the author 
Jodi Deike works for the Washington, DC Office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. 
 
Scripture 
Romans 13:1 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except 

from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.  
 
Reflection 
In the January 2010 issue of the Sojourners magazine, a faith-based publication for 

social justice issues, there was an excellent cover story titled “Turning Despair into 

Hope.” The article focused on the inequalities between women and men. In many 

parts of the world, women are treated as less important than men.  

 

In 2007, I traveled to Tanzania and witnessed first-hand the inequalities of such power 

between women and men. In the home I was staying in, the husband was clearly the 

one with the power. As a guest, I was certainly respectful of him, but was surprised by 

the wife’s subservient ways. I was upset by how she was not allowed in much of the 

decision-making within the household. It was simply the way of life for them. That 

does not mean that life has to be that way.  

 

Scripture commands us to love one another and to be respectful. Only God has the 

one true power and authority. I believe a more equal sharing of power and decision-

making between women and men would provide a better quality of life for women and 

their daughters. It would also increase their opportunities to shape and design public 

policy. 

 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right to take 

part in the government of his or her country. Participating in the government, whether 

it be voting in the electoral process or advocating for one’s human rights, is one of the 

most influential decision-making actions we can do. In the United States, President 

Barack Obama signed an Executive Order establishing a White House Council on 

Women and Girls to provide a coordinated Federal response to the challenges  
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confronted by women and girls and to ensure that all Cabinet and Cabinet-level 

agencies consider how their policies and programs impact women and families. 

We are all born of God and are bound together in neighborly love. We should treat one 

another with the dignity that children of God deserve. 

 
Prayer 
Lord, we pray that you would guide and protect us on our journey. Help us all to 

equally share in the decision-making and sharing of power that has been given to us by 

you. May we never forget that you are the one true authority in heaven and on earth. 

Amen 
 
Item for Action 
To assist in achieving a more equal sharing of power and decision-making within your 

organizations, create a system of mentoring for inexperienced women in your organi-

zations and, in particular, offer training, including training in leadership and decision-

making, public speaking and self-assertion, as well as in political campaigning, as 

stated in the Beijing Platform for Action document. 
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Hers or His? 
A meditation on inequality between men and women  
in the sharing of power and decision making at all levels 

 
About the author 
Reverend Pirjo-Liisa Penttinen is National General Secretary for the YWCA of Finland.  
 
Scripture 
Luke 24: 48-49 

You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high. 
 
Reflection 
In my native language there is only one word for “she” and “he.” We usually use names 

while telling “who is who” and “who is acting.” Finnish language has no articles either. 

So I often miss the deepest parts of debate in other languages about equality and 

gender in wording. My God is “God,” not male, not female. On the other hand, words 

form the basis for our 

handling of other people and 

power relations. If I do not 

understand whom I am 

talking about or whom to 

address, my message is not 

carried out. At least, not in 

the way I planned and 

wanted.  

 

It is challenging to be clear, 

to articulate so that there is 

no room for misunderstand-

ing. Power relations between 

women and men pervade our 

society and our language. 

Leadership and power 

structures in all institutions 

need to be critically analyzed 

with a gender perspective. 

Civil, legal, and sacred texts 

need to be re-interpreted in 

Alternative rite of passage at Chiakariga Girls' High School in Meru, 

Kenya. Photo: Julius Mwelu/IRIN 
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language that promotes gender equality and justice. The new wording is not coming 

from high above, we are the ones to analyze, think and draft. The feminist principles of 

caring, sharing, consensus-building, creativity and partnership offer 

alternative models of leadership and power . We are able and encouraged to care, 

share and dare to witness and act for change. 
 
When discussing “witness” in the Luke passage, we sense that Mary Magdalene, Peter 

or the two Emmaus disciples will not witness in the same way. Their story will be 

composed of different things. Sometimes dissent may arise between them about what 

faithfulness to Christ  

requires, and yet all will 

work to announce the Good 

News: The risen One is just 

the same for everyone of 

us, not only for her, not only 

for him.  
 
Prayer  
God of Grace, journey and 

witness with us. Fill us with 

hope, so that we can break 

down barriers and  

re-interpret difficult words. 

Inspire us by enabling 

encounter and dialogue to 

take place. Strengthen us in 

our prophetic role so that 

we may journey on in your 

grace and peace. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
Examine the language of 

your organizations’ 

newsletters: does it fit with 

principles of equality? If yes, 

go on with your constitution 

and/or action plans. If not, 

witness with renewed  

wording! 

A young girl studies the Koran during a Muslim madrasa class, Dhaka, Bang-

ladesh. Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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 Has the Dough Risen Yet? 
A meditation on insufficient mechanisms and institutional barriers  

at all levels to promote the advancement of women 
 
About the author 
Rosângela Oliveira is the Methodist Women’s Division Regional Missionary in Latin 

America. 

 
Scripture 
Matthew 13:33 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 

 
Reflection 
The following reflection is based on accounts gathered from United Methodist women in 

Mexico, Argentina, Colombia and Honduras. 

 

It sounds like a recipe – a woman, yeast, three measures of flour. Then, wait! 

 

Fifteen years since the Beijing Platform for Action. Has the “dough” of women’s hu-

man rights leavened in these fifteen years of mixing yeast with flour? This is precisely 

the question we will be talking about at the 54th Session of the Commission of Status 

of Women at the United Nations. Or, in 

United Nations language, are there suffi-

cient mechanisms in place to promote the 

advancement of women? 

 

Using the biblical story of Tamar (2 Samuel 

13:1-22), grassroots Christian women 

across Latin America looked into their lives 

and the social, cultural, religious, political 

and legal mechanisms in place and were 

critical of what they saw. Even so, their re-

actions sound like Jesus’ parable about the 

Kingdom of Heaven - words of wisdom and 

hope. 

 

Four different groups in Mexico reported a 

common concern. While they recognized 

that women now have new alternatives, at the same time there is a culture of bureauc-

racy and corruption that impedes women from reaching their rights. For a life free 

A young girl carries bread home in Kabul, Afghanistan  

Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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from violence it is necessary that resources be  

allocated and women’s human rights educational campaigns be promoted. New laws 

without enforcement and monitoring mechanisms just sustain the ongoing impunity. 

 

Jesus told another parable - a woman took the yeast…  

In our Methodist Church, women can participate in any position. Our first woman 

bishop just finished her mandate. But in our society, we still face barriers that intersect 

power, class and gender. In Argentina, we need to work on public policies to improve 

women’s equal opportunities and men’s shared responsibility. For example, the group 

agreed that changes in the responsible paternity law, adoption law, reproductive 

health law and practices of caregiving and children’s care are needed. 

 

Jesus told another parable – a woman mixed it with the flour… 

All the doors were closed to a woman who found herself HIV positive in Cali, Colombia. 

She was pregnant and scared, but out of a new faith experience she dared to open her 

house to other women to build together a safe haven for a hug or for learning new 

skills for a much needed family income. Empowered and organized, this group of 

women is demanding their rights. As women, men and youth listened together to the 

story of Tamar and Lila Mujer’s founder, they concluded “we want our government to 

implement the Beijing Platform of Action in Colombia. We want the end of the vio-

lence against women. We want rights, education, economic autonomy, security and 

gender equality.” 

 

This is Jesus’ parable - Let’s actively wait for the yeast to leaven!  

How to wait when all the yeast and flour were thrown away during the political coup in 

Honduras? Since June of 2009, the people have been resisting in the streets. Women’s 

human rights violations are ongoing! Community leaders have been assassinated! De-

mocracy is fading away! Social and legal mechanisms are disrupted! Impunity. Fear. 

Disbelief. Struggle. 

 

Please, our Honduran sisters, have a little bit of the new yeast and flour that we collec-

tively could gather here. That is Jesus’ parable. 

 
Prayer 
We come together here to pass along our stories of wisdom and hope, our struggle for 

life and peace; our traditions of yeast and flour. May we find power in our stories and 

in our sisterhood of hope. Amen 

 
Item for Action 
Connect those concerns from women in Mexico, Argentina, Colombia and Honduras 

with the concerns of your own community and share it with your neighbors, local au-

thorities, religious organizations and government officers. 
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Social Justice: God’s 
Footprint in the Mess 
A meditation on lack of respect for and  

inadequate promotion and protection of the 
human rights of women 

 
 
 
 
 
 

About the author 
Christine MacMillan is Director of the International Social Justice Commission, Salva-

tion Army. She lives in New York, USA. 
 

Scripture 
John 4:9 

‘The woman was surprised for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. The 

Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?’  
 
Reflection 
Out-of-the-way behavior surprises us, especially when it is labeled by race, lifestyle 

and gender. Engaging on your own with so called ‘dubious characters’ may raise ques-

tions. The encounter of John 4 initially strikes a chord of suspicion. The man Jesus 

dares to risk his reputation by engaging with a woman perceived as being of question-

able repute. He was tired, thirsty and no doubt hungry as His disciples were off looking 

for food. 

 

The nature of relationships covers a vast realm of considerations. You are reaching out 

in one moment and becoming aware of your vulnerability in the next. Is Jesus at risk? 

Is the woman at risk? In the same way, our possible response to human trafficking can 

make us vulnerable. Human trafficking is ongoing and a serious issue. Its definition is 
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more than statistics. The potentiality of human life as a respected human being is 

trashed. One headline reads, ‘Children sold like cabbages.’ Yet cabbages once  

devoured are finished. Victims of human trafficking have a commodity that can be 

used again and again…their bodies, their intimacy, their captivity. 

 

The scene of Jesus and the woman sees them inching surprisingly closer with respect. 

If we are concerned with victims of slavery how do we respond? Do we click our 

tongues in disbelief, comment on abhorrent behavior and write a check to a charity? 

 

Human trafficking would end tomorrow if the demand dried up. The courage evi-

denced by Jesus to sit with a woman of disrepute is the very spine of identity which will 

break the back of exploitation. The conversation is not about water – it comes down to 

spirit and truth. Breaking the denial releases a freedom for the story to get out. We 

hear it for ourselves and are incensed enough to rise up and challenge the issues. 
 
Prayer 
Help us Lord, not to be-

come part of the problem 

by colluding in silence and 

being over-awed by the 

magnitude of the problem. 

Help us be prepared to 

stake our reputation on 

being misunderstood for 

all the right reasons. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
As God’s church we are 

charged with a  

responsibility to address 

situations of abuse in our 

communities and in our 

churches. We as the 

church need to be aware 

of our community and its 

issues and in partnership 

and wisdom confront the 

unacceptable and be Jesus 

in our community.  
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Forward them on! 
A meditation on stereotyping of women and inequality in women’s access to and 

participation in all communication systems, especially in the media 
 
About the author 
Mary Beth Coudal is a Staff Writer for the Global Ministries Division of the United Meth-

odist Church. She lives in New York, USA. 
 
Scripture   
Proverbs 3:3-4 (Paraphrased by author) 

Don’t let mercy and truth forsake you;  

Wear mercy and truth like a necklace,  

Write God’s words of love on the email of your heart,  

And then find happiness and high esteem  

In the sight of God and all of humanity.  
 
Reflection 
The day I left, I kissed my new husband good bye. “I’ll send you a postcard,” I promised. 

 

But I did better than that. 

 

I sent missives to my husband, not through snail mail, as we’ve come to call the hand-

written form, but a new form of communication I discovered in China: email. 

 

From the Apple tent, I emailed my tech-savvy Floridian father who then faxed the email 

to Chris, my Luddite husband in upstate New York. 

 

I felt like a wartime reporter, dashing off important, breathless, and newsy missives:  

 

I heard Aung San Suu address the standing room only crowd from her 

house arrest in Burma! I simultaneously translated her words into 

French for a woman from the Congo! 

 

I saw Betty Friedan! 

 

I met Hilary Clinton and Pat Schroeder and they encouraged me and 

women from all over to run for elected office! They told us not to be 

afraid of politics! 
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The women I met and their commitment and creativity inspired me. They broke barri-

ers of what women looked like; what women could do. When I was at the conference, I 

occasionally saw a middle-aged woman with her daughter. I wondered if the rugged-

ness of the experience - the long flight, the rain, the mud - was too hard on a girl. At 

the time, my husband and I were trying to have a child. I wanted a daughter desper-

ately. 

 

I am now a middle-aged woman with daughters of my own. I wonder if I could or 

would take my daughters to a UN women’s world conference. I hope in their lives my 

daughters have the kind of experience that I had. I hope that my girls will learn of the 

beauty and power of women in all their diversity, the intelligence of women, the good 

will and sisterhood of women from many countries, the vast array of possibilities for 

women and girls. 
 
Prayer 
May we all have someone eager to 

hear of our adventures. May peo-

ple read our travelers’ emails and 

forward them on. 

 

May our daughters and sons travel 

the world to make friends and 

promote peace.  

May we all return home, safe and 

sound, enlarged by the world. May 

we be made bigger as we see the 

world grow smaller.  

 

May God write on the email of our 

hearts. Let us write God’s words of 

love on the email of our hearts. 

Amen 
 
Item for Action 
May we all have access to email 

and new ways of touching one an-

other’s lives. May we be made big-

ger as we see the world grow 

smaller through technology and 

new media. May we forward one another on.  

Housewife of Chiwala Village in Ndola, Zambia captured conversing 

on her cell phone. Photo: IRIN 
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Tilling and Keeping the Garden  
A meditation on gender inequalities in the management of natural resources  

and in the safeguarding of the environment 
 
About the author 
Katie Holmes is Program Associate for Environmental Ministries, Presbyterian Church 

(USA). She lives in Louisville, KY. 
 
Scripture 
Proverbs 31:31 

“Give her a share in the fruit of her hands...”  
 
Reflection 
In Genesis, we learn that God charges humans with tilling and keeping the garden. In 

the face of climate change, caring for the earth is becoming more challenging and 

more crucial. It is more challenging for people living in poverty to till the garden, and it 

is more crucial for us to keep the garden to protect the most vulnerable.  

 

Climate change is having a drastic effect on humans throughout the world, especially 

vulnerable populations. This means that climate change will vastly affect women and 

children, as they make up seventy percent of the world’s poor. Climate change is 

bringing and will continue to bring new challenges to women living in poverty: 

 

(1) Due to expanded drought and a lack of natural resources, women in rural  

areas have to travel farther to gather water and wood for fuel. These activities 

are crucial to families’ survival, but as it takes longer to perform them, young 

women have less time for education.  

 

(2) As global temperatures warm, the number and severity of natural disasters 

are expected to increase. Women and children are fourteen times more likely 

than men to die in disasters. 

 

(3) Climate change is expected to cause an increase in vector-borne diseases, 

like malaria. Pregnant and lactating women, and the very young and the very 

old are the most susceptible to disease.  

 

Let us continue to study issues related to women and climate change, so that we may  

become advocates for women living in poverty, to ensure that all women will share in  

the fruit of their hands. 

(1/3) Blomstorm, Eleanor, et al.  “Overview: Women at the Forefront.”  

<http://www.wedo.org/wp-content/uploads/climateconnections_1_overview.pdf> 

(2) “Reaching Out to Women When Disaster Strikes.”  <http://soroptimist.org/pdf/DRWP0809.pdf> 
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Prayer 
Dear Creator, we pray for the 

women of the world, those who 

walk for miles carrying gallons of 

water, those who are recovering 

from overwhelming disasters, 

those who are stricken with dis-

ease. Be with them; give them 

strength. Be with us as we learn to 

be advocates for women around 

the world. Help our leaders work 

for eco-justice for all. Amen 

 
Item for Action 
Learn more about women and cli-

mate change through Women’s  

Environment and Development  

Organization at www.wedo.org. 

 

Investigate your region’s disaster 

preparedness plans to see if they 

include provisions for women and 

people in poverty. If not, educate 

your elected officials about this. 

 

Work to lessen your impact on the 

earth, to curb the effects of climate 

change:  

 

Walk, Bike, or take public transportation as often as possible. 

 

Turn your thermostat down in the winter and up in the summer. 

 

Buy local produce to reduce the amount of fossil fuels used in  

transporting it. 

 

Replace incandescent light bulbs with energy efficient compact fluorescent bulbs. 

 

Unplug appliances when they are not in use to reduce phantom load, which can  

account for 5-10% of your home’s entire energy use. 

A woman and child in a community garden in Korhogo,  

Côte d'Ivoire. Photo: Nancy Palus/IRIN 
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 Time for a New Mindset about the  
Congolese Girl Child 

A meditation on persistent discrimination against and  
violation of the rights of the girl child 

 
About the author 
Rebecca Kazadi Kapinga is Attorney at Law and Legal Counselor in Kinshasa, Democ-

ratic Republic of the Congo.  
 
Scripture 
Psalm 119:51 

The arrogant utterly deride me, but I do not turn away from your law.  

 

Psalm 119: 87-88 

They have almost made an end of me on earth; but I have not forsaken your precepts. In 

your steadfast love spare my life, so that I may keep the decrees of your mouth. 
 
Reflection 
We are in the 21st century, but we still have a long way to go about equal opportunity 

and treatment between genders. Why is it that even in this 21st century, a boy and a 

girl, from their early age, are given two different orientations and educations that will 

affect and determine their destiny? The boy is orientated to a life of leadership or busi-

ness.  The boy is reminded about his future position and role in society. But the girl, in 

contrast, is orientated to a life of domestic work. Most of our societies have acted in 

this way, and this has resulted in females feeling inferior to males, women being 

treated as subordinates to men. We need to do something about it, and now is the 

time to act. We need a new mindset that will bring cultural revival, cultural revolution 

beyond simply well worded political resolutions and decisions. We need women as ad-

vocates to demonstrate the benefits of a new life of equal rights. 
     
Prayer  
O Lord Jesus, have mercy upon us and touch the hearts of those in positions of leader-

ship so that they are sensitive to the suffering of those women and girls who are still 

treated and seen as inferior to their male peers. Jesus, who will give voice to those 

voiceless females if not YOU? Who will listen to our complaints? Who will pay atten-

tion to our petitions? Powerless we are, and we cry out to you. Come and rescue us Je-

sus. Amen 
  
Item for Action 
Establish programs and conferences which allow exchanges and dialogue between 

women who are already liberated with those still in bondage. 



Meditations on  
Institutional Barriers to  
Women’s Advancement  
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Daring to be Different 
A meditation on gender, power and leadership 

  
About the author 
Liza B. Lamis is Communications Consultant for the Christian Conference of Asia in 

partnership with the World YWCA. She currently lives in the Philippines. 
 
Scripture   
2 Timothy 1:7 

For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and 

of self-discipline. 
 
Reflection 
Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-Duremdes was a professor in the College of Theology at Central 

Philippine University in the 70’s and the 80’s. She was forced to leave the College be-

cause the administration felt that she was exhibiting behavior unbecoming of a Semi-

nary professor – She was marching with the peasants, the workers, the urban poor. 

She was later arrested and detained by the corrupt Marcos government for her in-

volvement in the people’s movement for social transformation.  

 

She is the first lay woman to be voted in as General Secretary of the National Council 

of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP). She is also the first woman in Asia to assume 

what is seen as an important and prestigious appointment usually held by male theo-

logians, senior priests, and bishops in the church hierarchy. 

 

Sharon spoke of her own journey: 

  

“When I was first approached to stand as a candidate for General Secretary, my imme-

diate reaction was: “No way! I do not fit the bill. I am not a pastor or a cleric or a high-

powered theologian like the men who have held the position these past thirty-five 

years. How do I fit in?” But then there were those who were keen for change. I myself 

later felt that I was being moved into a new area of ministry where I, as a woman, 

could make a difference. I felt compelled to go on despite many natural misgivings be-

cause I knew the risks and the kind of responsibility I was to carry. In the end, I said to 

myself, “Yes, with God’s help, I will risk it.” 

 

“I had to contend with what I had expected and yet did not fully expect. Church heads 

were not impressed. There were many questions asked about my qualifications, my 

intentions, and my capacity. 

Previous image: Girls traveling to school, Bangladesh. Photo: Contributor/IRIN 
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As the first woman elected as General Secretary of the NCCP, I am challenged to ex-

plore new ways of being church, of arriving at a fresh understanding of who we are as 

church and in what way we represent the ordinary people, the poor, the disempow-

ered, the marginalized. I now have a new opportunity to work at new ways of organiz-

ing, new concepts of shared, non-competitive leadership which women have 

evolved…to be vulnerable and open to newness and creativity. I am not a role model. 

But all of us can dare to be different and there is great promise in all of us. Our task is 

to make that promise come true.”  

 
(Excerpted from Suara Wanita Kristian, December 2000/January 2001) 

 
Prayer 
As women we pray. The journey might be long, 

With fire and passion in our hearts, We know we shall reach our destiny. 

 

One by one, we are coming to awareness. 

One by one, we are committed to a cause. 

One by one, we are challenging the structures. 

One by one, we are changing the laws. 

 

Side by side, we are to make a difference. 

Side by side, that is how the spirit thrives. 

Side by side, we are receiving some concessions. 

Side by side, we are changing our lives. 

 

Hand in hand, we can manage any mountain. 

Hand in hand, we are accomplishing climbs.  

 

We foresee the dawn of our vision, a land filled with honey and milk. Meanwhile we 

struggle, we fight, we hope. We ask your blessings, O God. Amen 

 
(Paraphrased, KASIMBAYAN, in Unleashing the Power Within Us: Meditations for Asian Women. ACWC/AWRC/

CCA-Women’s Program/WSCF AP Women’s Program/KASIMBAYAN Women’s Collective, 2001.) 

 
Item for Action 
Identify ways you can dare to be different in your own context or organization as a 

woman. Analyze and critique how traditional leaders abuse and misuse power, and dis

-empower others in your own context. Propose concrete of using power to liberate the 

oppressed, empower the disempowered and transform your world.  



42 

 

Is transformation and healing possible? 
A meditation on violence against women 

 

About the author 
Dr. Felicia Christians is Medical Secretary for the Salvation Army in Johannesburg, 

South Africa.  
 

Scripture 
Psalm 10: 17 -18 

O Lord, you will hear the de-

sire of the meek; you will 

strengthen their heart, you 

will incline your ear to do jus-

tice for the orphan and the 

oppressed, so that those from 

earth may strike terror no 

more. 
 
Reflection 
Veliswa* is a well-groomed 

business woman living in an 

affluent suburb in Johannes-

burg. Thandi,* pregnant 

with her fifth child, lives in 

rural KwaZulu Natal. Al-

though miles apart, these 

two women have one thing 

in common; they are both 

being abused by their hus-

bands. In the case of 

Veliswa, the abuse is mainly 

verbal and emotional, telling 

her how unattractive and useless she is. Thandi is abused physically when her husband 

returns home once a month. She also learned during a recent visit to the clinic that she 

is HIV infected.  

 

Women experience abuse regardless of their socio-economic status or whether they 

live in a developed or developing country. Research also shows that the Churches’  

Refugees, mostly from Zimbabwe and Mozambique at the Germiston 

city hall, east of Johannesburg, South Africa.  

Photo: Tebogo Letsie/IRIN 

(*names have been changed) 
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experience with abuse against women and girls is similar to levels of abuse outside the 

Church. 

 

The Word of God is very clear in its condemnation of violence and abuse. There are nu-

merous biblical passages addressing battering, violence, rape, incest, threats and in-

timidation. There is no biblical sanction for violence toward women and girls and nei-

ther culture nor tradition is grounds for contradicting this biblical teaching. 
 
Prayer  
Help us, O Lord, not to become part of the problem by colluding in silence and turning 

a blind eye. We pray that our homes may be free of oppression and places where boys 

and girls grow up to become men and women, co-equal, with healthy self-esteem  

respecting one another. Amen 
 
Item for Action 
As God’s Church we are charged with the responsibility to address situations of abuse 

within our communities and our churches. We should respond compassionately to 

those in abusive relationships, aid in their healing through practical and spiritual sup-

port as well as providing help for the perpetrator.   

Mother and child, Zambia. Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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On Throwing Stones 
A meditation on the vulnerability of marginalized women 

 
About the author 
Paola Salwan is Program Assistant for Africa, Middle East and Europe at the World 

YWCA in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 
Scripture 
John 8: 1-11  

The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and 

making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught 

in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone 

such women. Now what do you say?’ They said this to test him, so that they might have 

some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the 

ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let 

anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ And once 

again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one 

by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 

before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go 

your way, and from now on do not sin again.’ 
 
Reflection 
What I like about this Scripture is that it shows two things: 1) The promptness with 

which society judges women, and 2) The way Jesus, with only a sentence, shames the 

crowd by forcing it to reflect on their own sins before quickly judging others. During a 

Regional Training Institute in Nigeria this year, I was deeply moved by the compassion 

and understanding the African young women manifested when talking about their 

sisters who accepted money, goods and grades in exchange for sex – about women 

who would have been in the same situation as the adulterous woman of the Bible. 

Their reaction, no matter from what background these young women came, was 

unanimous: let us not judge, for we do not know what circumstances brought them to 

this behavior. Indeed, no one knows what happens behind closed doors: why a woman 

leaves home, why she behaves in a certain way.  

 

We have all been like the Pharisees at one point or another in our own lives. We have 

thrown stones, because it is somewhat comforting to criticize others. It makes us feel 

good about ourselves by comparison. It is even easier to judge somebody who has 

already been ostracized by society, who is already vulnerable, and especially women. 
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Because people tend to expect a lot from women, when a woman goes astray from the 

path she is supposed to follow, harsh judgment echoes her behavior. We do it without 

thinking any more of it, unaware that we put vulnerable women further down, 

bringing their self confidence and self-esteem to a point of no return and isolating 

them.  

 

As Christians, Jesus’ words should always be kept in our hearts: we should always look 

into our own lives and acts, and judge ourselves, rather than joining a crowd, feel 

powerful with the backing of a thousand hateful voices, and rejoice in someone else’s 

misery. For Beijing+15, let us come 

to the Commission on the Status of 

Women with an open mind and an 

open heart, ready to listen, comfort 

and change people and things. Let 

us not throw stones.  
 
Prayer  
God of Grace, may you help us  

always remember your beloved 

son’s Words. 

 

May you give us the strength to 

look into our lives, and judge our 

behaviors accordingly, may you 

grant us an open heart, and an open 

mind.  

 

May we welcome and accept 

women for who they are, rather 

than what we would like them to 

be. In the name of Jesus, Amen  
 
Item for Action 
Our work should emphasize 

advocacy towards society for the 

acceptance and protection of sex workers and vulnerable women. We should set up 

infrastructures that provide vulnerable women with counseling, health services, and 

legal advice. Skills building programs are also a way of empowering women both 

economically and emotionally, giving them financial independence and boosting their 

self-esteem.  

A girl living in the slums of Dhaka poses for a photo,  

Bangladesh. Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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 Women’s Economic Freedom in the  

Democratic Republic of the Congo 
A meditation on economic barriers to women’s advancement 

  
About the author 
Philomene Mwauke Akulayi is Team Leader and Co-founder of NGO Secours d’En 

Haut in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
  
Scripture   
Proverbs 31:10 – 31  

Ode to a Capable Wife 

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her hus-

band trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.  

 

Proverbs 18:22 

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord. 
  
Reflection 
In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, there is still a long way to go for the eco-

nomic freedom of a Congolese woman and girl child. Just take a look at 2 laws: Article 

448-458 of the family code, and Article 6 of the work regulations code. These two laws 

are big barriers that entirely block the advancement of Congolese married because 

they cannot do any economic activity or sign any job contract without an authoriza-

tion from their husband. Every married Congolese woman cries out every day, every 

hour, every minute, every second because her “almighty” husband can at any time for 

any reason stop her from working or doing her business.  

 

Article 6 of the work regulations code No. 15/2002 defines the Congolese married 

woman as incapable and therefore she is prohibited to complain before the court even 

for civil matters without her husband’s authorization. With such constrictions, where 

could a Congolese married woman find justice? The Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, however is a signatory of international conventions on human rights and 

bound by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. How could we imagine such a 

situation in the 21st century? How many gallons of tears must a Congolese woman 

shed daily to get her status changed? 

 

If her husband is incapable and cannot give her authorization, then she can go to court 

to get the authorization to work or to own a business. But the court authorization is 
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always a temporary one because the court cannot act in lieu of a husband. It is ironic 

that the Democratic Republic of the Congo has a department of gender and family but 

does not have the power to address these barriers. 

 

When God created human, male and female, they were created in God’s own image 

and likeness. They were equal, though unique. When God said it is not good for man to 

be alone, let us make him a helper, this did not mean a subordinate. How can Congo-

lese women fulfill their role as children created in God’s image if they are still treated 

unfairly and equally? 

 
 Prayer  
Let us pray for God’s will to prevail over human traditions so that women around the 

world can answer their calling to work, to do business, to serve the Lord and enjoy life 

in its aspects. Amen  
  
Item for Action 
Pressure must be put on governments of countries with such barriers to women’s ad-

vancement and freedom. Women should write to national authorities to demand the 

immediate removal of these barriers. 
 

Baobab tree, Zambia. Photo: Manoocher Deghati/IRIN 
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A prayer for inequality in economic structures and policies 
 
God of justice, help us to be constantly sensitive to the great divisions among your 

children whose lives should be equal, not only in your sight, but also in the opportuni-

ties to make the most of their time on this earth. Forgive those of us who think of luxu-

ries for ourselves rather than necessities for others. Help us to live simply so that oth-

ers may simply live. Give us generous hearts and hands to urge our governments to 

spend as much on aid as on war, increase support for health and education, and pro-

vide development that truly sustains the daily struggle of millions of people only to 

survive for another day. Give us the grace to see our own responsibilities toward all 

your children, our sisters and brothers, so that we may constantly reach out to support 

them until we become a truly human race living together in harmony on this our island 

planet. Amen  

 
About the author 
Elizabeth Loweth is the Coordinator of the  

International Anglican Women’s Network for Canada.  

A young girl sells lemons in the streets of Cairo, Egypt. Photo: Victoria Hazou/IRIN 
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About the Statement 
 

Every year the members of Ecumenical Women write a joint statement responding to 

the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) theme. To do this we conduct re-

search and review existing church documents related to the issue. We then collec-

tively write a statement such as this one, which is used in our advocacy with govern-

ments during the CSW. We submit the statement to the UN in November, and it be-

comes an official UN document, published and translated in the six languages of the 

UN in time for the CSW in February.  

1-12 March 2010 

Item 3 (a) (i) of the provisional agenda 

 

Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and  

to the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, 

entitled “Women 2000: gender equality, development and 

peace for the twenty-first century”: implementation of 

strategic objectives and action in critical areas of concern 

and further actions and initiatives: review of the implementation 

of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the  

outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the  

General Assembly and its contribution to shaping a  

gender perspective towards the full realization of the  

Millennium Development Goals 

 
Statement submitted by Association of Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New Zealand; Church Women United; 

Global Action on Aging; Lutheran World Federation; Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); The Salvation Army; United 

Methodist Church, General Board of Church & Society; World Conference of Religion for Peace (general con-

sultative status); World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women; The World Student Christian 

Federation; World Young Women's Christian Association, non-governmental organizations in consultative 

status with the Economic and Social Council. 

 

 

 

 

The Secretary-General has received the following statement, which is being circulated in accordance with 

paragraphs 36 and 37 of Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31. 
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Statement 

 

Partners for Change 

Faith-Based Response to the Review for Beijing Platform for Action 

 

1. Ecumenical Women, a coalition of Christian organizations and denominations, and 

other NGOs, welcome the fifteen-year review of the Beijing Platform for Action 

(Platform) at the United Nations (UN) Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).  

 

2. We affirm the promotion of gender equality and justice from a human rights per-

spective.  We maintain that the contributions and empowerment of women and girls 

of all ages are fundamental, enshrined in the Platform and international laws, and nec-

essary to meet all the Millennium Development Goals.   

 

3. Despite 15 years of national policies and international agreement to advance 

women’s rights, the goals of the Platform remain unfulfilled. Existing UN resources 

and mechanisms are inadequate for eradicating and addressing deprivations of human 

dignity faced by women. Ecumenical Women and our coalition members urgently 

stress the importance of using the review process to advance the goals of the Plat-

form, and commit ourselves as partners in the process.  

 

4. The Platform will remain unfulfilled unless it is recognized that existing institutional 

structures are inherently gender-biased and need to be critically examined and radi-

cally transformed. Institutional barriers (in governmental, corporate, social, academic, 

educational, civil, familial, ecclesiastical and other religious structures, and the UN sys-

tem itself) prohibit equality between men and women and deny women’s rights as hu-

man rights. 

 

5. Ecumenical Women affirms that God’s world was meant to be one of abundance for 

all persons, with fundamental rights and dignity for both women and men.  Women, 

however, are disproportionately robbed of this abundance.  We are called to challenge 

the gender bias of institutions and seek justice for those who are blocked by institu-

tional barriers. 

 

6. Patriarchal understandings of gender, power and leadership; violence against 

women; limitations in the economic and educational advancement of women; and the 

extreme vulnerability of marginalized women are among the greatest barriers to 

women’s advancement.  Progress will require systemic institutional change. 
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Gender, Power and Leadership 

 

7. Decision-making by today’s leaders comes at the expense of the majority of women, 

men and communities by maintaining patriarchal systems, gender constructs, and the 

subordination of others. The impact of unjust power relations has resulted in widening 

inequality between women and men.  Even with some notable advancements, the ma-

jority of women's lives are still characterized by economic and political marginaliza-

tion, poverty, and violence. 

 

8. Although women make significant contributions, their full potential and ability as 

decision-makers are undervalued by society.  Many women are socialized and rele-

gated to marginalized roles, non-paid work, or are limited to low-wage professions 

with little decision-making powers.  For women who succeed in reaching positions of 

power, some face a male-dominated culture that prompts them to perpetuate pat-

terns of patriarchal leadership and then they are criticized for doing so. 

 

9. Power relations between women and men pervade our society. Leadership and 

power structures in all institutions need to be critically analyzed with a gender per-

spective. Civil, legal, and sacred texts need to be re-interpreted in language that pro-

motes gender equality and justice. The feminist principles of caring, sharing, consen-

sus-building, creativity and partnership offer alternative models of leadership and 

power. 

 

Violence Against Women 

 

10. Despite numerous international resolutions, domestic abuse, rape, trafficking, and 

other forms of violence against women and girls persist.  Globally, more than 75 per-

cent of violence against women is perpetrated by men and is rooted in a society that 

undervalues women.  The media, when it presents women and girls as sexual objects, 

creates an environment that perpetuates this violation and is itself a form of violence. 

 

11. Justice systems do little to prosecute those responsible for crimes against women 

and impunity reigns.   Many survivors of rape are not provided with the legal, medical, 

social, and psychological care needed to recover, move toward places of healing, and 

receive justice.  

 

12. To end this cycle of violence, men must cease to be socialized into dominating 

masculinities.  All should receive gender awareness education that fosters their in-

volvement in peaceful, community-based movements for gender justice. The global 

White Ribbon Campaign is one example of men working to end violence against 

women. 
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Economic Barriers to Women's Advancement 

 

13. Women’s economic empowerment means being able to use one's rights, capabili-

ties, resources and opportunities to make strategic choices and decisions.  This re-

quires systems that promote women's inherent capabilities and equal access to oppor-

tunities and resources - most notably the ability to own and inherit land. 

 

14. Women's multiple familial and community roles limit their opportunities for formal 

employment. Pension and social security systems based on formal market employ-

ment discriminate against stay-at-home parents and informal workers, among 

whom women are heavily represented. 

 

15. Neoliberal macroeconomic policies put at risk the economic gains made by women 

over the last several decades. Women and girls of all ages, approximately two-thirds of 

the world’s impoverished, have little capacity to cope with financial shocks. The inade-

quacy and even absence of social protection policies have left millions of women in 

desperate straits. Employment stereotypes create discrepancies in hiring, with some 

areas favouring women as "cheap" labour or men as "breadwinners."  

 

Education and Training of Women 

 

16. Lack of access to quality education and social discrimination remain significant bar-

riers to women's advancement. Girls account for 54 percent of children not enrolled in 

primary school, and are more likely to withdraw before completing a full course of 

education. Women aged fifteen and above account for two thirds of the world's illiter-

ate population.  Girls and women are particularly vulnerable where educational envi-

ronments fail to encourage their equal participation. In some regions, lack of appropri-

ate sanitation facilities results in up to 10 percent of girls leaving school once they be-

gin menstruating. Without adequate education, women are less likely to have access 

to economic and technological services, and are unable to participate fully in society.  

 

17. Even in countries with high education rates, women are discouraged from pursuing 

certain fields of study. Lack of economic support for women’s education and societal 

pressures mean some academically strong women fail to complete advanced educa-

tion. 

 

18. While women and girls receive informal education and skills training in their home 

or local communities, such education continues to be undervalued. This informal edu-

cation held by women, however, can be essential to the planning, implementation, 

and success of community or local development projects. 



54 

 

 

Vulnerability of Marginalized Women and Girls 

 

19. Marginalized women lack adequate government protection and face social and le-

gal marginalization and discrimination. They include, but are not limited to migrants; 

indigenous, internally displaced, or stateless people; refugees; ethnic, religious, racial 

or sexual minorities; disabled, divorced, older, poor, homeless, trafficked, or rural per-

sons; single parents; and prisoners. 

 

20. Many migrant women are denied the rights and services guaranteed to citizens 

and cannot access legal protections offered by host countries –  most notably for work

-related abuses.  

 

21. Indigenous women face environmental degradation, climate change, seizures of 

sacred land and traditional territories, cultural discrimination, racism, and limits 

on resource-ownership. Access to resources is increasingly limited and controlled by 

patriarchal structures.  States and transnational corporations decimate natural land-

scapes, and criminalize or target indigenous owners protecting their land. 

 

22. Trafficked women and girls, seen as commodities, are victims of criminal activities 

that strip them of their fundamental human rights and dignity. Many are poor, less 

educated and unaware of their rights.  Despite greater attention to trafficking, na-

tional and international implementation of related policies remains insufficient.  

 

Ecumenical Women, therefore, urges the following: 

 

23. To the Commission: 

 

 a. Work closely with the Special Advisor on Gender Issues and Advancement of 

 Women to ensure that GEAR's vision is enacted within the UN and at national 

 and international levels.  

 

 b. Fulfil its mandate as stated in ECOSOC resolution 1987/22 to promote, moni

 tor, and review state progress on the Platform.  

 

 c. Produce recommendations on the Platform at the 54th CSW to be passed by 

 the General Assembly. 

 

 d. Ensure women's voices are heard at the UN by setting an agenda to advance 

 women's right in consultation with civil society, NGOs and the Global South. 
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 e. Choose the theme of positive masculinity as a focus of a future CSW to  

 engender mutual partnership in addressing women's rights. 

 

24. To the UN Community, we urge that: 

 

 a. The General Assembly fund and implement its resolution 63/311.  

 

 b. The UN, using a coherent system, should end gender inequalities within all its 

 institutions.   

 

 c. Women must be involved in all levels of planning and implementation.  

 

 d. The UN should work in partnership with civil society for maximum and sus-

 tainable impact. 

 

 e. According to its own resolutions, the Security Council must enable UN peace-

 keeping missions to protect, particularly against sexual violence, women and 

 girls who are trapped in combat zones. 

 

25. To UN Member States: 

 

 a. Guarantee that adequate funding is available to fulfil all laws and polices ad-

 vancing women's rights. 

 

 b. “Engender” institutions by reforming structures, policies and activities 

 to reflect the different experiences, leadership styles and ways of working be

 tween women and men. 

 

 c. Ratify, implement, and remove any reservations to existing international 

 treaties including CEDAW, CAT, Convention Migrant Workers, ICCPR, ICESCR, 

 and Protocol on Trafficking of Persons, with particular attention to women's ad-

 vancement, the provision of justice and an end to impunity. 

 

 d. Implement Security Council resolutions 1325, 1820, 1888, 1889 and General 

 Assembly resolutions 63/155, 63/156 with regard to violence against women in 

 armed conflict, 

 

 e. Motivate men to partner in ending violence and discrimination against 

 women through positive masculinities training, gender awareness and human 
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 rights education.  

 

 f. Ensure women's full participation in the economic sector by removing le-

 gal, educational, employment, ownership, and social service barriers; creating 

 incentives; and enabling women’s decision-making in micro and macroeco-

 nomic policies. 

 

 g. Include women's uncompensated work in calculations of GDP, quality of life 

 and international economic indices; provide compensation for care-taking and 

 informal roles; and guarantee pensions and social security systems that count 

 uncompensated labour as work. 

 

 h. Ensure women's equal access to education and training, through  

 

  i. removing all barriers to women’s educational success;  

 

  ii. increasing public spending in both informal and formal education;  

 

iii. creating incentive programs to encourage girls' participation in pri-

mary education; 

 

iv. establishing human rights and community education programs;  

 

v. creating gender inclusive teacher training and curricula;  

 

vi. modernizing school sanitation facilities;  

 

vii. promoting educational models that equip women, especially margin-

alized women, to assume positions of leadership and decision making;  

 

viii. reporting and improving upon girls' participation and the gender and 

cultural sensitivity of educational environments. 

 

26. Ensure marginalized women receive greater attention and are guaranteed full ex-

tension of social services, equal rights and legal protection, regardless of legal status.  

 

27. Engage marginalized women within the political, economic, legal, and social are-

nas as critical stakeholders in policy- and decision-making. 

26. Fund anti-bias education on local and national levels to eradicate social stigmas, 

stereotypes and discrimination. 
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27. Provide reparations for deprivations to marginalized communities, particularly 

women. 

 

 

 








