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ABOUT THIS RESOURCE

This resource has been created by women and men from around the world who gathered with the Ecumenical Women Coalition on the occasion of the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. 

Together, we explored the priority theme of access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full employment and decent work. We learned of violence and violation of life and human rights endured by many peoples around the world. Among such situations is the violence in Libya that has seized the attention of many  of the world’s people at this moment in time.
This led to the creation of this resource for individuals and organizations who wish to engage in advocacy in response to the current situation in Libya. 

Feel free to adapt this resource in whatever ways are appropriate for your situation.

Note that this resource provides a model for advocacy related to situations faced by peoples in many places and nations of the world.

Individuals might use this resource to:

· organize their communities for advocacy
· advocate with the leaders of their government, the United Nations, and regional, intergovernmental bodies
· write letters to the editor of religious or secular publications
· create blog posts
Organizations might use this resource to:

· organize their communities for advocacy
· create a statement to their organization
· advocate with leaders of their government, the United Nations, and regional, intergovernmental bodies
· design a press release for their organizational press 
BACKGROUND

As women and men from around the world who gathered with the Ecumenical Women Coalition on the occasion of the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, we join people of many faiths from around the world in calling for a cessation of violence in Libya. We are deeply concerned for the well-being of the people of Libya, particularly women, children, and the elderly who are especially made vulnerable in times of violence. Brutal attacks by the Qaddafi regime using government security forces and mercenaries against the country’s civilian population are horrendous, repressive, and reprehensible and must stop. 

Recognizing the role of a State to protect the people within its borders, we call on the Libyan government to respect and protect the lives and the human rights of all the peoples in Libya. We further call the government to allow the safe passage of humanitarian and medical supplies, and humanitarian agencies and workers into the country and to lift restrictions on the media. We urge the use of all peaceful means to end the violence and that efforts be made to ensure a future that brings reform, peace with justice, and security for all people. 

We call on the United Nations, the African Union, the Arab League, other regional intergovernmental bodies, and all governments to undertake just and responsible legal actions to secure the safety of all peoples in Libya. 

We pray for the people of Libya and for a peaceful resolution to the current conflict and a just transformation of Libyan society. 

In the resolution of the conflict, the roles of women are crucial as recognized by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. When the violence has ceased, and in the peacebuilding that must ensue, may it be that peace and justice prevail over the war and destruction that has taken its toll on the lives and limbs of the Libyan people. 

We urge people of faith to join in solidarity actions with the peoples of Libya such as those proposed by the Advocacy and Solidarity Working Group of the World Student Christian Federation of North American Region:

· Hold a vigil in memory of the lives who have been lost and the countless lives still at danger in Libya
· Join efforts to provide humanitarian relief to the people of Libya and other mobilizations in your community and around the world to end the violence directed towards the innocent civilians exercising their rights
· Take action and write to your government urging that they remain committed to giving follow-up to the steps outlined in UN Security Council Resolution 1970 and any subsequent resolutions referring to the situation in Libya
RESOURCES

Statements

In Swift, Decisive Action, Security Council Imposes Tough Measures on Libyan Regime, Adopting Resolution 1970 in Wake of Crackdown on Protesters

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/sc10187.doc.htm
World Council of Churches Resolution on the escalation of violence in Libya

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/geneva-2011/report-on-public-issues/resolution-on-the-escalation-of-violence-in-libya.html
Religions for Peace - Statement of the Secretary General The Violence in Libya Must Stop

http://religionsforpeace.org/news/statements/statement-of-the-secretary.html
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) Statement of Concern on the Situation in Libya

http://globalministries.org/news/eap/presbyterian-church-in-the-1.html
Libyan Christian clergy vow to stay on amid violence - Ecumenical News Institute

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2011/2/24/libyan-christian-clergy-vow-stay-amid-violence/ 
Update Report No. 3, Libya, 25 February 2011 - Security Council Report

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6586331/k.D62C/Update_Report_No_3brLibyabr25_February_2011.htm 
Voices on the ground

NOTE: Since these are public media, Twitter and blogs must be read carefully and critically. Nonetheless, there are Libyan voices present in these media. 

Live Blog - Libya March 2 (probably need to check link each day)
http://blogs.aljazeera.net/live/africa/live-blog-libya-march-2
A Twitter feed on Libya

http://twitter.com/#!/search/%23libya
A SAMPLE LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF A COUNTRY

NOTE: Adapt to your words - your situation - and the person to whom the letter is addressed.

Date

President

Address 1

Address 2

Dear President,

I write out of deep concern for Libya. I urge you to use all peaceful means to end the violence in Libya. I further urge you to support the United Nations, the African Union, the Arab League, other regional intergovernmental bodies, and all governments in their efforts to take just and responsible legal actions to secure the safety of all peoples in Libya  and to ensure a future that brings reform, peace with justice, and security to the peoples. 

I recently had the privilege to attend the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. With women and men from around the world, I explored issues related to access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology. I learned about many situations around the world where people endure violence and the violation of their human rights. Among those places is Libya. 

I am deeply concerned for the well-being of Libya’s people, particularly women, children, and the elderly who are especially made vulnerable in times of violence. Brutal attacks by the Qaddafi regime using government security forces and mercenaries against the country’s civilian population are horrendous, repressive, and reprehensible and must stop. 

I ask you to work with the international community to see that the Libyan government fulfills its responsibility to respect and protect the lives and human rights of all the peoples in Libya. Please call on the Libyan government to allow the safe passage of humanitarian and medical supplies, and humanitarian agencies and workers into the country and to lift restrictions on the media. Please see that follow-up steps outlined in UN Security Council Resolution 1970 are taken.

In the resolution of the conflict, the roles of women are crucial as recognized by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. May the violence soon be ended. May justice and peace prevail over the war and destruction that has taken its toll on the lives and limbs of the people of Libya. 

Please join in this effort.

Respectfully yours,

Your name

A SAMPLE BLOG POST

NOTE: Adapt to your words and the style of your blog 
I recently had the privilege to attend the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. With women and men from around the world, I explored issues related to access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology. I learned about many situations around the world where people endure violence and the violation of their human rights. Among those places is Libya. 

I am deeply concerned for the well-being of Libya’s people, particularly women, children, and the elderly who are especially made vulnerable in times of violence. Brutal attacks by the Qaddafi regime using government security forces and mercenaries against the country’s civilian population are horrendous, repressive, and reprehensible and must stop. 

If you share my concerns, I invite you to join me in solidarity actions with the people of Libya:

· Pray, as you understand prayer, for the people of Libya
· Hold a vigil in memory of the lives who have been lost and the countless lives still at danger in Libya
· Join efforts to provide humanitarian relief to the people of Libya and other mobilizations in your community and around the world to end the violence directed towards the innocent civilians exercising their rights
· Take action and write to your government urging that they remain committed to giving follow-up to the steps outlined in UN Security Council Resolution 1970 and any subsequent resolutions referring to the situation in Libya
Many of these actions were first suggested by the Advocacy and Solidarity Working Group of the World Student Christian Federation of North American Region.

May the violence be ended and the people of Libya know a future that brings reform, peace with justice, and security for all.


