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ABOUT THIS RESOURCE

This resource has been created by women and men from around the world who gathered with the Ecumenical Women Coalition on the occasion of the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

Together, we explored the priority theme of access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology, including for the promotion of women’s equal access to full employment and decent work. We learned of violence and violation of life and human rights endured by many peoples around the world. Among such situations is the instability and increasing violence in Côte d'Ivoire that has seized the attention of many  of the world’s people at this moment in time.
This led to the creation of this resource for individuals and organizations who wish to engage in advocacy in response to the current situation in Côte d'Ivoire.

Feel free to adapt this resource in whatever ways are appropriate for your situation.

Note that this resource provides a model for advocacy related to situations faced by peoples in many places and nations of the world.

Individuals might use this resource to:

· organize their communities for advocacy
· advocate with the leaders of their government, the United Nations, and regional, intergovernmental bodies
· write letters to the editor of religious or secular publications
· create blog posts
Organizations might use this resource to:

· organize their communities for advocacy
· create a statement to their organization
· advocate with leaders of their government, the United Nations, and regional, intergovernmental bodies
· design a press release for their organizational press 
BACKGROUND

As women and men from around the world who gathered with the Ecumenical Women Coalition on the occasion of the 55th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women, we are deeply concerned for the well-being of the people of Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries in light of the current instability and increasing violence in that country.  We are particularly concerned for  women, children, and the elderly who are especially made vulnerable in times of violence. 

Côte d'Ivoire has known instability following a disputed presidential election in November 2010. Recently, violence has been increasing. Human rights violations, including sexual violence, have been perpetrated by forces on both sides of the current dispute in Côte d'Ivoire; and people are made increasingly vulnerable as civilians are displaced due to fighting. Refugees from Côte d'Ivoire, including Liberians who had been living in Cote d’Ivoire, have entered or returned to Liberia and other neighboring countries. This is creating huge pressures for those countries. Humanitarian workers report limited food, shelter, clothing, water and sanitation facilities for the arrivals. Again, women, children, and the elderly are particularly made vulnerable in situations of displacement.

We call on the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire to exercise patience and restraint and to refrain from violence and from acts that could accidentally or deliberately provoke violence. We urge the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire to work together to end the political stalemate peacefully and to protect the people and their human rights. In the resolution of the conflict, the roles of women are crucial as recognized by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. 

We urge the United Nations Security Council to ensure that UNOCI (United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire) intensifies its efforts to protect the people of Côte d'Ivoire, particularly the women, children, and elderly. We call on the United Nations, the African Union, other regional intergovernmental organizations, all governments and non-governmental organizations to support the efforts of the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire to make a just peace. We call on the international community to provide humanitarian assistance to people who have become refugees.

We join people of faith from around the world in prayers for the well-being of the people of Côte d'Ivoire, Liberia, and other countries in the region.  We urge people of faith to:

· Pray for the people of Côte d'Ivoire who remain in their country and the people of Côte d'Ivoire forced to leave their homes or country; pray for the people of other countries who have been living in Côte d'Ivoire and have now been forced to leave
· Hold vigils in memory of the lives who have been lost and the lives still at danger in Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries
· Support efforts to provide humanitarian relief in this situation
· Write to your government urging that they remain committed to working with the United Nations and the international community in pursing justice, peace and well-being for the people of Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries impacted by the current instability and increasing violence 
RESOURCES

Learn More

United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unoci/index.shtml
ReliefWeb on Côte d'Ivoire
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc104?OpenForm&rc=1&cc=civ
Côte d'Ivoire: UN Worried Over Trapped Civilians 

 http://allafrica.com/view/group/main/main/id/00012708.html
Gbagbo Loyalists Shot At Arms Investigators, Says UN 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201103020008.html
March 2011 - Côte d'Ivoire
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/site/c.glKWLeMTIsG/b.6579245/k.E481/March_2011brC244te_d8217Ivoire.htm
Statement on Côte d'Ivoire by Ms Catherine Ashton, High Representative, on behalf of the European Union  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/113132.pdf
 
Security Council Press Statement on Côte d’Ivoire

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2010/sc10105.doc.htm

A SAMPLE LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF A COUNTRY

NOTE: Adapt to your words - your situation - and the person to whom the letter is addressed.

Date

President

Address 1

Address 2

Dear President,

I write out of deep concern for Côte d'Ivoire. I urge you to support the United Nations, the African Union, other regional intergovernmental bodies as well as governments and nongovernmental organizations in their efforts to encourage the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire to work together to end the political stalemate peacefully and to protect the people and their human rights. I further urge you to support humanitarian efforts to care for the people who have become internally displaced in or refugees from Côte d'Ivoire.

I recently had the privilege to attend the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. With women and men from around the world, I explored issues related to access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology. I learned about many situations around the world where people endure violence and the violation of their human rights. Among those places is Côte d'Ivoire which has known instability following a disputed presidential election in November, 2011. Recently, violence is increasing.

Human rights violations, including sexual violence, have been perpetrated by forces on both sides of the current dispute in Côte d'Ivoire. Women, children, and the elderly are made increasingly vulnerable as civilians are displaced due to fighting. Refugees from Côte d'Ivoire, including Liberians who had been living in Cote d’Ivoire, have entered or returned to Liberia and other neighboring countries. This is creating huge pressures for those countries. Humanitarian workers report limited food, shelter, clothing, water and sanitation facilities for the arrivals. 

Please encourage the United Nations Security Council to ensure that UNOCI (United Nations Operation in Côte d'Ivoire) intensifies its efforts to protect the people of Côte d'Ivoire, particularly the women, children, and elderly. Please support all initiatives to encourage the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire to resolve the current stalemate and make a just peace. In the effort to build peace, the roles of women are crucial as recognized by the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. 

May the stalemate soon be ended. May justice and peace prevail for the people of Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries.

Please join in this effort.

Respectfully yours,

Your name

A SAMPLE BLOG POST

NOTE: Adapt to your words and the style of your blog 
I recently had the privilege to attend the 55th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. With women and men from around the world, I explored issues related to access and participation of women and girls in education, training, science and technology. I learned about many situations around the world where people endure violence and the violation of their human rights. Among those places is Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries.

Côte d'Ivoire has known instability following a disputed presidential election in November 2010. Recently, violence has been increasing. Human rights violations, including sexual violence, have been perpetrated by forces on both sides of the current dispute; and people, particularly women, children, and the elderly are made increasingly vulnerable as civilians are displaced due to fighting. Refugees from Côte d'Ivoire, including Liberians who had been living in Cote d’Ivoire, have entered or returned to Liberia and other neighboring countries. This is creating huge pressures for those countries. Humanitarian workers report limited food, shelter, clothing, water and sanitation facilities for the arrivals. 

If you share these concerns, I invite you to join me in solidarity actions with the people of Côte d'Ivoire and the neighboring countries:

· Pray for the people of Côte d'Ivoire who remain in their country and the people of Côte d'Ivoire forced to leave their homes or country by the violence; pray for the people of other countries who had been living in Côte d'Ivoire and have now been forced to leave by the violence; pray that the leaders, parties, and people of Côte d'Ivoire will exercise patience and restraint, refrain from violence and from acts that could accidentally or deliberately provoke violence, and work together to end the political stalemate peacefully and to protect the people and their human rights
· Hold vigils in memory of the lives who have been lost and the lives still at danger in Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries
· Support efforts to provide humanitarian relief in this situation
· Write to your government urging that they work with the United Nations and the international community in providing humanitarian assistance and in pursing justice, peace and well-being for the people of Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries impacted by the ongoing instability and increasing violence 
May the stalemate be resolved peacefully, the violence brought to an end, and the people of Côte d'Ivoire and neighboring countries know justice and peace. 


