Some instructions for denominational and agency participation in Morning Prayer at CSW.

Once this schedule is finalized, it is up to the denomination (s) assigned or the ecumenical body to have their delegations wrestle with the particular text and “name” of a biblical woman and then create a 30 minute worship experience from their insight for the gathered, remembering OUR context together as a group attempting to advocate within U.N. CSW around the implementation of equal human rights standards for women.   
· We all come from all over the world.

· We come with contexts and approaches to scripture that are very important to our growing awareness of how scripture talks differently to the women within each context.   

· We come as women with women’s eyes.    This necessarily changes the interpretation, the questions and the power of the word from more traditional interpretations.
According to Carolyn Gifford,    

Never mind that men claimed priestly authority, wielded sacred and secular power, or dazzled women with their erudition;   men had never been and could not, at present, be reliable interpreters of the texts because their authority, power and knowledge were flawed, having been based on a false premise – male superiority and female inferiority.

· You have come the U.N. where we are seeking to COME TOGETHER to MAKE an IMPACT on  political will so that women’s human rights can be respected around the world.    

The Herbert Lockyer text is given to you and its meant to be somewhat provocative.   Herbert Lockyer is a U.S. (I believe white)  male writing about “all the women in the Bible”.   And the book seems to have no copyright date – he was born in 1886 and died in 1984.   he received his honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Northwestern Evangelical Seminary in 1937.   And so, as in almost every text about women written by men, must be critiqued and its weakness acknowledged.  Please use whatever other resources you have to bring in interpretations which would be vastly different in context, authorship and interpretation!
CSW 54 – ECUMENICAL WOMEN MORNING PRAYER
	
	Monday,

March 1
8-8:45 a.m. 
	Tuesday,

March 2
8-8:45 a.m.
	Wednesday,

March 3
8-8:45 a.m.
	Thursday, 

March 4
8-8:45 a.m.
	Friday,

March 5
8-8:45 a.m.

	Denomination or Ecumnenical Body responsible
	Young Women from Around the World
	WFMUCW
	Episcopalians and Anglicans
	Salvation Army
	Women’s World Day of Prayer
WCC and WSCF



	Point Person
	Ann Tiemeyer

	Mia Adjali

	
	Victoria Edmonds

	Christine Housel 

	Name meaning
	Miriam – “bitterness” or “rebellion”
	Mahlah – “sickness” or “desease”
	Lydia – “bending”
	Hoglah – “partridge” or a “boxer”, together with Mahlah, Noah, Milcah, and Tirzah
	Abigail –
“cause of joy”

	Texts
	1. Ex 15, 20-21
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 111
	1. Ps 88
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 86
	1. Acts 16, 11-15
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 84
	1. Joshua 17, 3-6
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 69
	1. I. Samuel 25, 1-42
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 23ff.

	Suggested connection with BPA or institutional barriers
	Stereotyping of gender roles
	Birth, maternal health

	Economic structures
	inheritance
	Women in armed conflict

	Notes about story


	Author of the song of victory, one of the  oldest texts in the bible
	Famous psalm dedicated to her
	Economically successful woman and first European Christian
	Women who fought for their rights
	Negotiated with David and prevented a war

	
	Monday,

March 8

8-8:45 a.m. 
	Tuesday,

March 9

8-8:45 a.m.
	Wednesday,

March 10

8-8:45 a.m.
	Thursday, 

March 11

8-8:45 a.m.
	Friday,

March 12

8-8:45 a.m.

	Denomination responsible
	Presbyterians


	United Church of Christ and Disciples of Christ 
	United Methodists
	Lutherans


	Office of the Chaplain and Worship team

	Point Person
	Jessica Hawkinson
	Laura Yars
	
	Christine Mangale
	Kath

	Name meaning


	Hagar – “immigrant” or “fugitive”
	Deborah – 

“a bee”
	Martha –

“lord”, “master”
	Junia – from the goddess Juno
	Our name is called

	Recommended text
	1. Gen 21. 9-21
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 61 ff.
	1. Judges 4 -5
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 40
	1. Luke 10, 38-41
2. Herbert Lockyer, All the Women of the Bible, 86ff.
	1. Rom 16,7
2. Karen Pusey, Junia or Junias – A Female Apostel in Rom 16:7?

	 

	Suggested connection with BPA or institutional barriers
	Migrant women
	Women in power, decision making
	Stereotyping; equal sharing of responsibilities
	Women in the church
	Closure Commitment to one another and blessing

	Notes about story


	Hagar and her son Ishmael sent into the desert
	A judge and prophetess of Israel
	Mary and Martha, a spiritual and a practical woman
	A “silenced” female apostle
	


Recommended Resources:   
Daily Prayer: Litany, p. 32, and / or  Noonday Prayer for Beijing, p. 30,  both in “Look at the World Through Women’s Eyes, Study Guide” by the NCCC.   Copies available upon request to atiemeyer@nccc-usa.org
Excerpts about Biblical Women are from Lockyer, Herbert.  All the Women of the Bible   (Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan)
�Gifford, Carolyn De Swarte.  “Politicizing the Sacred Texts:   Elizabeth Cady Stanton and The Woman’s Bible”  in  Fiorenza, Elisabeth Schussler, ed. Searching the Scriptures:   A feminist Introduction. (1993:   Crossroad Publishing Company, New York), p. 56.   





