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November 10, 2008

Dear Friends:

As the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) Director of the Program for Women’s Ministries, I am coordinating the Young Women’s Leadership Experiences. This project provides an opportunity for women 18 to 30 years of age to be involved in the ecumenical movement through women’s issues. I am writing to request your assistance in the identification of strong applicants.    

I am currently seeking applications for the Young Women’s Leadership Experience to be held February 27th to March 4th in conjunction with the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) at the United Nations.  This 5 day experience will provide orientation to the NCC, Ecumenical Women at the UN, the UN, and the 2009 CSW theme: The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including care giving in the context of HIV/AIDS.  As visitors to the UN-CSW, participants will get a small taste of the UN events as well as participate in exciting side-events at the Church Center for the United Nations (CCUN). 

The application dead line is December 31, 2008, so please take a moment now to decide who you should encourage to apply and send them the information TODAY.  Electronic versions of this material are available from me at atiemeyer@ncccusa.org.  Applicants will be responsible for their travel cost, $100 registration, and four meals.  The NCC will cover cost of housing, additional meals, and administrative cost.  Although limited additional scholarship is available through the NCC, I hope you and/or your denomination would also consider financially supporting a young woman in this leadership experience.  Encouragement of new leaders comes in many forms – verbal invitations, financial support, prayers, and mentorship.  Please reach out today to a new leader with this exciting opportunity. 

Attached you will find an application, facts sheet, and tentative schedule for the UN-CSW Young Women’s Leadership Experience.   Please note the application lists other potential experiences.  If someone you know cannot participate in this event, but would like to be considered for future Young Women Leadership Experiences, please encourage them to complete the application and check the appropriate space.  This way I can add their name to our data base and contact them directly with future information.   Thank you for your assistance in identifying appropriate applicants.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at 212-870-3407 (office) or 917-923-9520 (cell).    

Peace,

The Rev. Ann Tiemeyer, Director

NCC Program for Women’s Ministries
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APPLICATION – YOUNG WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES

National Council of Churches – Young Women’s Leadership Experiences
Introduction to Commission on the Status of Women at the United Nations (CSW)

Theme: The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including care giving in the context of HIV/AIDS. 
Program Start Date:  Friday 2:00 pm – February 27, 2007

Program End Date:   Wednesday 2:00 pm – March 4, 2007

Application for leadership experience is open to young women between the ages of 18 and 30, who are active in a NCC member communion and interested in global women’s issues and the ecumenical movement’s involvement.  

Name (full legal name as on government ID): 

Address:
Email:

Telephone(s) 
(home)




(cell)





(work)




(fax)

Member Communion of NCC (denomination):

Worshiping Congregation Name and City/State:

Ethnic Background: (optional) 

Please briefly answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper:

1. Briefly describe your involvement in your religious communion.

2. Briefly describe what you think are the most important issues facing women:  
1) in church; 2) in the USA; 3) in the world?

3. Have you ever studied or been involved in any of the following: 1) ecumenism; 2) women’s issues; 3) United Nations? 

4. How did you learn about this Young Women’s Leadership Experience?

5. Would you be interested in future NCC Young Women’s Leadership Events?  Check any of the following that interest you:
____ Ecumenical Advocacy Days in Washington DC (www.advocacydays.org) 
____ Women’s Interfaith Conference in NYC in 2009 co-sponsored by  NCC (Dates to be Determined)
____ Religious for Peace – North American Women of Faith Network Conference in 2009 (Dates to be Determined)
____  2010 CSW at the UN (will be held in early March 2010)

____  I am NOT ABLE to apply for this UN CSW Young Women’s Leadership Event. 
          BUT, I would like to be considered for the future events please add me to you email list.   
Applicants will be responsible for travel cost to and from NYC, four meals (approx. $60), and $100 registration fee.  NCC will cover costs of housing, additional food and administration.  We encourage you to seek financial support from your member church. (Limited scholarship from NCC funds available)  Please send completed application by December 31, 2008 to:  The Rev. Ann Tiemeyer – Program Director for Women’s Ministry, National Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 800, New York, NY, 10115; or e-mail to atiemeyer@ncccusa.org.  For questions call Ann Tiemeyer at (212) 870-3407.  Accepted applicants will be notified by January 15, 2008.  

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

YOUNG WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES
Commission on the Status of Women – United Nations

February 27 – March 4, 2009

FACT SHEET

The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) offers Young Women’s Leadership Experiences to provide opportunities for women between the ages of 18 and 30, who are active in a NCC member communion, to engage in global women’s issues through the ecumenical movement.  The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) event will be a five day experience providing orientation to the NCC, Ecumenical Women at the UN, the UN-CSW, and this year’s theme – The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including care giving in the context of HIV/AIDS.  As visitors to the CSW, participants will get a small taste of this annual UN event and will be involved in exciting side events at the Church Center for the United Nations (CCUN). 


National Council of Churches (NCC)

Since its founding in 1950, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA has been the leading force for ecumenical cooperation among Christians in the United States. The NCC's member faith groups — from a wide spectrum of Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Evangelical, historic African American, and Living Peace churches — include 45 million persons in more than 100,000 
congregations in communities across the nation. For a full list of member communions and to learn more about the NCC go to www.ncccusa.org.  This Young Women’s Leadership Experience at the CSW will be sponsored by the Justice for Women Working Group of the NCC and coordinated by the Rev. Ann Tiemeyer, Director of the NCC Program for Women’s Ministries.  

Ecumenical Women at the UN (EW)
Ecumenical Women is a coalition of denominations and ecumenical organizations at the United Nations who focus on the global intersection of religion and human rights with a gender perspective.  Each year, as a coalition, the members of EW annually form an international delegation to the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW).  They work together to prepare worship and advocacy positions for the CSW.  Every year, they usually host between 40 and 100 women from around the world during the two weeks of the CSW.  Members of the Ecumenical Women include:  Lutheran World Federation, United Methodist Women’s Division, Presbyterian Church, USA, YWCA, World Council of Churches, and World Student Christian Federation.  www.ecumenicalwomen.org  

Commission on the Status of Women – United Nations

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).  The CSW is a principal policy-making body dedicated exclusively to gender equality and advancement of women. Representatives of Member States gather annually at the United Nations Headquarters in New York for the CSW to evaluate progress on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards, and formulate concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women world-wide. Each year the theme of the CSW focuses on one priority from the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome of the 23rd Special session of the General Assembly of the UN.  This year the theme of the CSW will be: The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including care giving in the context of HIV/AIDS. To read more about the CSW go to: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/index.html.  
Church Centre for the United Nations
For over 40 years, the Church Centre for the United Nations (CCUN) has stood as a witness to Christian support for efforts to advance the causes of peace, human rights, development, and ecology, in international diplomacy.  The CCUN provides twelve floors of office and meeting space for religious and other non-governmental organizations concerned with UN issues.  It will be the location for Saturday’s Ecumenical Women’s orientation session, daily worship/Bible study, and other interesting side events during the CSW.  For more history about the CCUN read the article at   http://www2.wcc-coe.org/pressreleasesen.nsf/index/feat-03-13.html. 

Tentative Schedule for the NCC Young Women’s Leadership Experience – CSW

Friday,                  2 pm          Arrive at NYC housing Location



Orientation – general and subway 
                                                 Registration at the UN for Badges



Dinner



Orientation to NCC 

Saturday – Ecumenical Training and Formation (Hosted by Ecumenical Women at the UN)

8:30 am 
Worship at CCUN

9:30 am
UN Orientation and CSW Overview

11:00 am
Registration and Lunch at UN

12:30 pm
Strategy Groups

6:00 pm 
Dinner – Debrief Day – Evening Prayer 


Sunday – NGO Training at UN on Committee of the Status of Women 

9:00 to 5:00 NGO Training

6:00 pm 
Dinner – Debrief Day – Evening Prayer

Monday – Opening Events of CSW at the UN

8:00 am
Worship at CCUN



All Day Events at UN

6:00 pm 
Dinner – Debriefing Day – Evening Prayer

Tuesday – CSW at the UN and Side Events at the CCUN

8:00 am 
Worship at CCUN
6:00 pm
Dinner – Debriefing Day – Evening Prayer

Wednesday – CSW at the UN, Side Events, Evaluation and Closing

                              8:00 am 
Worship at CCUN

12:00 noon
Group Lunch
1:00 pm
Return to Housing – Evaluation and Departing Prayer
2:00 pm 
Departure
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