Theology at Risk
The world as God created it to be is not the world we see around us.
God’s world was to consist of:  

· a world of abundance for all persons;  each was to have what each needed (Proverbs 31:9, Amos 5:24, Jeremiah 29:11).   

· a world of freedom and liberation from fear and grace enough for our sin. (Isaiah 61:1-3, Mark 5:25-34, Romans 8:20-22). 

Yet, fear and unjust distribution of resources reigns across the creation.  And, women, and especially women of color and indigenous women, disproportionately find themselves trapped in unjust, oppressive and exploitative situations.
Naming the truth:

· The institutions of society, from family and community to workplace, government and the private sector, embody patriarchal assumptions that obscure women’s contributions and marginalize women from power and decision-making.  . .. . ..  
· Through indebtedness of poor nations or the ideology of rich, the state us shrinking in its ability to be a provider of public services.   This has undermined women’s ability to provide for their families and intensified their labor.  

· Eradication of poverty and efforts to address education, healthcare and sustainable development cannot be achieved without addressing unsustainable national debt, trade subsidies, terms of trade, net reverse flows of resources from South to North, and unequal power in global economic governance.   Aid flows only provide a bandaid.  Meanwhile, women and families are confronted with the choice to migrate which separates communities and families and has a direct impact on women and their economic, social and political opportunities.

· Religious, political and cultural justification of or blindness towards gender based violence has, is and will continue to undermine economic, social and political development of families and communities.
· Religious, political and cultural decisions which limit reproductive choice of women has, is and will continue to undermine economic, social and political development of families and communities.

God’s intention was to have a world where power relations between men and women, between those in government and those governed, between those who are rich and those who are poor, would be fair and equitable and full of compassionate care.    God’s intention was to have a world where resources would be distributed and redistributed for the sake of equality and sustainability, and where male and female would dwell together in communities of care and love for one another.
At the United Nations, within Ecumenical Women 2000+, we see sin, greed and exclusion everywhere around us.   We wish and pray and hope for the transformation of the power relations between genders, the transformation of economic relations for the sake of all persons, men, women and children,   and the transformation of  political relations for the sake of God’s world arising amongst us all.    

To change the above patterns of unequal distribution of goods and unjust institutional access for women as well as racism in our current world, humankind will need deep, courageous commitment from all parties and a belief in the possibility of transformation.   Institutional transformation is arduous because spiritual forces of fear are always at work.   

Demands:  

· Gender and racial inequality must be acknowledged as a reality needing proactive address in development programs.      Documents which do not include targets and goals for financing  projects with the specified goal of  gender and racial equality will be ineffective at changing women’s unequal share in God’s abundance.
· Decision making processes must seek to disable dominant, arrogant and hegemonic perspectives from maintaining or gaining control and making decisions about distribution of  God’s abundant resources.   Any process which does not include a multilateral table, including women of color and indigenous women as those disproportionately suffering from poverty, and the NGOs which work directly with them is a significantly flawed process and will be ineffective at changing women’s unequal share in God’s abundance.
· The reality of the consequences of  religious and cultural fundamentalisms which justify violence against women and the denial of reproductive rights must be addressed through financing goals.  Without this address, development goals will be undermined.
· The consequences of current macroeconomic policies effect on women’s lives must be quantified through data gathering.    The reality of their economic, political and social marginalization must be taken seriously in creating policy and programs.  The reality of economic policies which have captured land, natural resources and human capital without regard for long term investment and relationship with communities must be addressed for the sake of women, families and communities.
· The unpaid sector of women’s traditional work must be valued (cleaning, cooking, healthcare, childcare, education of children) as an important service to the political, economic and social economy.  At stake are families, communities, childcare, child and adult health.  
